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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  Publishers  beg  to  return  their  grateful  thanks  to  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum,  for  their  permission  to  copy  so  many  of  the  valuable  public  Manuscripts 
consigned  to  their  care; — to  Sir  Frederick  Madden,  K.H.,  for  his  kind  assistance  in 
decyphering  some  of  the  most  difficult  documents ; — and  to  A.  Donnadieu,  Esq. 
Josiah  French,  Esq.,  and  T.  Crofton  Croker,  Esq.,  for  access  to  their  interesting 
collections. — From  the  latter  gentleman  they  have  received  the  following  letter,  the 
value  of  which  to  them  is  enhanced  by  being  allowed  to  make  what  use  they  please  of 
this  communication : 

“Dear  Mr.  Netherclift, 

“lam  much  pleased  with  the  collection  of  Fac-simile  Autograph  Letters  which  you  have  had  the 
goodness  to  submit  for  my  inspection,  and  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  complying  with  your  request  to  select 
from  my  Portfolio  any  Manuscripts  you  may  desire  to  copy. 

“  {  This  favor,’  if  it  should  be  so  esteemed  by  you,  ought  rather  to  be  considered  as  the  payment  of  a 
debt  of  gratitude  on  my  part  for  your  exertions  in  the  advancement  of  Poly-autography,  the  name  under 
which  Lithography  was  first  known  in  England.  With  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  art,  I  am  not,  as  you 
must  be  aware,  unacquainted.  Indeed,  it  has  been  part  of  my  public  duty  for  nearly  thirty  years  to  make 
reports  upon  various  modes  of  printing ;  and  I  have  always  advocated  the  publication  of  valuable  historical 
documents  in  fac-simile  by  means  of  your  art — the  transfer  process.  Nothing  can  be  so  well  adapted  for  the 
preservation  of  such  records,  and  no  mode  of  publication  can  be  so  unquestionable  as  to  accuracy.  Blunders 
and  misreadings  frequently  creep  into  important  papers,  through  want  of  care  or  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
transcriber,  or  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  letter-press  printer.  I  may  instance  a  passage  in  the  Cottonian 
MS.  Titus  B.  x.  f.  23,  which  has  been  more  than  once  printed  and  quoted  from  to  show  that  the  cultivation  of 
roses  was  an  object  of  attention  in  Ireland  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  whereon  arguments  respecting 
the  state  of  civilization  and  taste  of  that  period,  to  the  no  small  disparagement  of  the  present,  have  been 
raised.  The  circumstances  are  these:  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  when  he  visited  the  town  of  Kilmallock,  a  year  or 
two  after  it  had  been  spoiled  and  burned  by  the  Irish  rebel  James  Fitzmaurice,  in  1573,  is  made  thus  to 
express  his  astonishment  at  its  speedy  re-edification — e  for  where  there  was  not  one  Rose  nor  Flower  left 
unbourned,  fewe  or  no  howsies  are  nowe  within  the  wall  uncovered.’  A  reference  to  the  original  MS.,  or  a 
fac-simile  of  it,  would  show  at  once  to  any  competent  person  that  this  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  roses 
nor  flowers ;  but  that  simply  the  misreading  of  an  s  for  an  f,  on  the  part  of  a  transcriber,  has  caused  an 
important  confusion  of  ideas.  The  fact  is,  the  passage  in  the  MS.  should  have  been  read,  ‘not  one  Rofe  nor 
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Flower  left  unbourned,’  the  quotation  being,  in  modern  spelling,  ‘  for  where  there  was  not  one  roof  nor  floor 
left  unburned,  few  or  no  houses  are  now  within  the  wall  uncovered.’* 

“  For  economy  and  truthfulness  I  know  of  no  other  art  that  is  at  all  likely  to  equal  that  which  you 
practise.  What  Addison  says  in  one  of  the  numbers  of  the  Spectator  with  reference  to  typography,  is  much 
more  applicable  to  Poly-autography,  for  by  its  means  originals  can  be  multiplied,  or  rather  copies  made,  to 
what  numbers  we  please,  ‘ which  shall  be  as  valuable  as  the  originals  themselves .’ 

“  I  almost  venture  to  assert  that  if,  by  your  process,  the  money  spent  upon  the  State  Paper  Office, 
had  been  employed  during  the  same  space  of  time  in  printing  a  selection  of  five  hundred  fac-simile  copies  of 
each  of  the  most  important  State  Papers,  for  distribution  to  our  Literary  Institutions  and  Public  Libraries, 
instead  of  transcribing,  collating,  examining,  and  printing  them  in  the  ordinary  manner,  with  the  chance  of 
printers’  errors,  nearly  all  the  important  documents  that  the  State  Paper  Office  contains  would  have  been 
placed  beyond  the  risk  of  destruction  by  fire  or  other  casualty,  within  the  same  period  that  so  little  has  been 
done  for  the  public  benefit. 

I  am. 

Very  truly  yours, 


^  Colt.  MS:  Titus B.T.f.  236.  -  lines  1.  2.3. 


-^O'lT  CCjJnrt  *ro**-4  H-Of 


<yn.6  Q rtonr  Tm £ o >  ^£w>& 

-^j£Vv art  ffe  rvaCt  > 
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ROYAL  LETTERS. 

LETTER  I. 

KING  RICHARD  III.  to  the  Chancellor  op  England — (John  Russel,  Bishop  of  Lincoln.) 

Copied  from  the  Original  in  the  Record  Office,  Tower  of  London. 

Note. — The  first  part  of  this  Letter,  ending  at  the  date  “Lincoln,  the  12th  day  of  Octobre  (1483),”  is  written  by  an 

Amanuensis.  The  remainder  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  K.  Rich.  III. 

BY  THE  KING. 

Right  reverend  fadre  in  god  right  trusty  and  welbeloved  We  grete  you  wele.  And  in  oure 

hertiest  wyse  thanke  you  for  the  manifolde  presents  that  your  servants  on  yor  behalve  have 

presented  unto  us  at  this  oure  being  here.  Whiche  we  assure  you  we  toke  and  accepted  w*  good 
hert.  And  soo  we  have  cause.  And  whereas  we  b}^  godds  grace  entend  briefly  to  avannce  us 
towards  our  Rebelle  and  tray  tour  the  Due  of  Buckingham  to  resiste  and  w^tande  his  maliciouse 
purpose,  as  lately  by  other  Ires  (letters)  we  certifyed  you  or  mynde  more  at  large — For  whiche 
cause  it  behoveth  us  to  have  our  grete  sele  here — We  being  enformed  that  for  suche  infirmities 
and  diseases  as  ye  susteyne  ye  may  if  not)  in  your  persone  to  your  ease  conveniently  come  unto 
us  w*  the  same.  Wherfore  we  desire  and  nathelesse  charge  you  that  forth w'  upon  the  sight  of  thies 
ye  saufly  doo  if  cause)  the  same  our  grete  sele  to  be  sent  unto  us  .  and  suche  of  thoffice  of  o1 

Channcery  as  by  your  wysedom  shalbe  thought  necessary,  Receyvyng  these  oure  Ires  for  your 

sufficient  discharge  in  that  behalfe.  Geven  undre  oure  signet  at  our  Cite  of  Lincoln  the  12th  day 
of  Octobre  (1483) 

We  wolde  most  gladly  ye  came  yorselff  yf  thatt  ye  may  and  yf  ye  may  not  we  pray  you 
not  to  fayle  but  to  acomphyshe  in  all  dyllygence  our  sayde  comawndement  to  send  oure  seale 
incontenent  apon  the  syght  heroff — As  we  trust  you  w*  suche  as  ye  trust  and  the  offyeers  pertenyng 
to  attend  wh  hyt  .  prayng  you  to  assertayne  us  of  yor  newes  there  —  here  loved  be  god  ys  all 
well  and  trewly  determyned  and  to  resyste  the  malysse  of  hym  that  hadde  best  cawse  to  be  trewe 
the  Due  of  Bokyngame  the  most  untrewe  creature  lyvyng  whom  w4  gods  grece  we  shall  not  be 
long  tyll  that  we  wyll  be  in  that  partyes  and  subdewe  hys  malys — we  assure  you  there  was  never 
falsse  traytor  better  purvayde  for  as  this  berrer  of  Gloucestre  shall  shewe  you. — 

To  the  Right  reverend  fadre  in  god  or  right 

trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln 
our  Ohanncellor  of  England. 

King  Richard  III.  proc.  1483.  Slain  at  Bosworth  1485. 

*  Henry  Stafford  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  beheaded  at  Shrewsbury  without  legal  process,  by  the  bare 

order  of  K.  Rich.  III.  Novr.  3,  1483. 
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LETTER  II. 

MARGARET  OF  LANCASTER  to  lier  Son  King  Henry  VII. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

My  oime  suet  and  most  dere  Kynge  and  all  my  worldly  joy,  *yn  as  humble  maner  as  y 
can  thynke  y  recomand  me  to  your  grace,  and  moste  hertely  beseclie  our  lord  to  blesse  you,  and 
my  good  lierte  when  yt  ys  so  that  the  frenshe  Kyng  bathe  at  thys  tyme  geveyn  me  courteyse 
answer  and  wretyn  hys  lettyrs  of  favour  to  hys  corte  of  parlyment  for  the  breve  expedicyon  of 
my  mater  wkyche  too  long  hathe  hangyd  the  whyche  y  well  know  y  do  the  especyally  for  your 
sake,  for  the  whyche  my  dere  herte  y  lowly  beseche  your  grace  yt  may  plesse  you  to  gyve  hym 
your  favourabyll  lettyrs  of  thanks  and  to  desyr  hym  to  contenew  hys  vavours  yn  the  same,  and 
yeve  yt  soo  myght  leke  your  grace  to  do  the  same  to  the  Cardynall  whyche  as  y  undyrstond  ys 
your  feythfull  trew  and  lovyng  servant,  y  wyse  my  very  joy  as  y  ofte  have  shewed,  and  y  fortune 
to  gete  thys  or  eny  parte  therof  ther  shall  nedyr  be  that  or  eny  good  y  have  but  yt  slialbe 
yours,  and  at  your  comandement  as  seurly  and  w*  as  good  a  wyll  as  eny  ye  have  yn  your  coffyrs, 
as  wuld  god  ye  cowd  know  yt  as  veryly  as  y  thynke  yt  but  my  der  herte  y  wull  no  more  encombyr 
your  grace  w*  ferder  wrytyng  yn  thys  mater  for  y  ame  seure  your  Chapeleyn  and  servante  doctour 
Whytstone  hath  shewed  your  hyghnes  the  cyrcomstance  of  the  same,  and  yeve  yt  soo  may  plesse 
your  grace  y  humbly  beseche  the  same  to  yeve  ferder  credense  also  to  thys  berer,  and  our  lord 
gyve  you  as  longe  good  lyfe  helthe  and  joy  as  your  moste  nobyll  herte  can  desyre,  w‘  as  herty 
blessyngs  as  our  lord  hathe  gevyn  me  power  to  gyve  yow.  At  Colyweston  the  xiiii  day  of 
January,  by  your  feythfull  trew  bedwoman  and  humble  modyr 

MARGARET  R. 

*  The  letter  y  is  constantly  written  for  i  or  I  (capital)  in  this  letter. 

Margaret  of  Lancaster  ;  born  1441,  mar.  Edmond  Tudor  Earl  of  Richmond  ;  died  1509. 

Note. — As  a  perfect  letter  written  by  King  Henry  VII.  could  not  be  obtained,  Plate  2  is  added,  with  the  view 
of  preserving  the  succession  of  Autographs  of  the  Sovereigns  of  England.  It  is  copied  from  an  illuminated  “Hour 
Book”  in  the  British  Museum,  containing,  amongst  others,  marginal  notes  in  the  hands-writing  of  King  Henry  VII., 
Elizabeth  of  York,  his  Queen;  and  Katherine  of  Arragon,  first  Queen  to  King  Hen.  VIII. 


LETTER  III. 

KING  HENRY  VIII.  to  Cardinal  Wolsey. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Myne  awne  good  cardinall  I  recomande  me  unto  you  wl  all  my  hart  and  thanke  you  for 
the  grette  payne  and  labour  that  you  do  dayly  take  in  my  bysynes  and  maters  desyryng  you 
(that  wen  you  have  well  establyshyd  them)  to  take  sume  pastyme  and  comfort  (to  the  intente 
you  may  the  longer  endure  to  serve  us)  for  all  ways  payne  cannott  be  induryd — surly  you  have 
so  substancyally  orderyd  oure  maters  bothe  off  thys  syde  the  see  and  byonde  that  in  mye 
oppynion  lityll  or  no  thyng  can  be  addyd — nevertheles  accordyng  to  your  desyre  I  do  send 
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you  myne  oppynyon  by  thys  berare  the  refformacion  wheroff  I  do  remyte  to  you  and  the  remnante 
off  our  trusty  counsellers  whyche  I  am  sure  wyll  substantially  loke  on  hyt — as  tochying  the 
mater  that  Syr  Wyllyam  Says  broght  answar  off  I  am  well  contentyd  w*  what  order  so  ever 
you  do  take  in  itt — the  quene  my  wyff  hathe  desyryd  me  to  make  har  most  harty  recomendations 
to  you  as  to  hym  that  she  lovethe  very  well  and  bothe  she  and  I  wolde  knowe  fayne  when  you 
wyll  repayre  to  us — no  more  to  you  att  thys  tyme  but  that  wf  gods  helpe  1  trust  we  shall 
dysapoynte  our  enymys  off  theyre  intendyd  purposes — wryttyn  w*  the  hand  off  your  lovyng 
master 

HENRY  H  T 


King  Henry  VIII.  ;  born  1491,  crowned  1509 ;  died  1546. 


(Henry  Tudor.) 


LETTER  IV. 

KING  JAMES  Y.  OF  SCOTLAND  to  King  Henry  VIII. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Derrest  uncle  We  recomend  us  to  #zow  in  or  mayst  hartly  maner  and  liaiv  rasavit  zor 
wrytyngs  be  zor  trust  cosello1  maist1  (fMajie)  and  by  the  samyn  wrytyngs  and  also  hys  credens 
we  understand  the  perfyt  loyf  ze  beyr  on  to  us  quhayrfor  we  sal  stand  to  zow  as  ane  troyst  and 
guid  newo  if  nephew)  suld  do.  Derrest  oncle  we  pray  zow  hartly  ze  be  not  be  zof  wrytyngs  to 
the  paypis  holynes  aganys  the  archebyschop  of  glasgw  the  quhylk  was  or  preceptor  and  servitor 
and  also  ramanis  daly  on  or  parson  bot  orrar  support  and  help  hym  anent  the  prevelege  of  hys 
kyrk  of  glasgw  for  my  sayk  howbeyt  the  archebyshop  of  Sanct  Andros  wyl  wryt  ane  hays  wrytyn, 
to  zor  grace  aganys  his  exemption  for  I  loyf  glasgw  quhylk  is  my  servant  bettyr  as  wyl  schaw 
M5  ( fmagieus )  and  god  have  zor  grace  in  hys  kypyng.  At  Edynburgh  the  xxviii  day  of  may  w*  my 
awyn  hand 

Zor  nepho  JAMES  R. 

*  Z  in  old  Scotch  is  used  for  y. 

James  V.,  father  of  Mary  Q.  of  Scots ;  died  1542,  aged  33. 


LETTER  Y. 

MARY  TUDOR,  QUEEN  OF  FRANCE,  to  Cardinal  Wolsey. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus, 

Myn  anne  good  lord.  I  recomend  me  to  yow  and  thankyng  yow  for  yor  kynde  and 
lovyng  letters  dyssyryng  yow  of  yor  good  contenevance  and  good  lessones  that  yow  hathe  gyffen 
to  me  my  lord  I  pray  yow  as  my  trust  ys  in  yow  for  to  remembre  me  to  the  kyng  my  brother  for 
sowche  causses  and  bessynes  as  I  have  for  to  do,  for  as  now  I  have  no  nother  to  put  my  trust  in 
but  the  kyng  my  brother  and  yow,  and  as  yt  shall  pies  the  kyng  my  brother  and  hys  counssell 
I  wolbe  horderd  and  so  I  pray  yow  my  lord  to  show  hys  grace  seyng  that  the  king  my 
howsbande  ys  departed  to  god  of  whos  sole  god  pardon  and  wher  as  yow  ayvyse  me  that  I  shulde 
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macke  no  promas  my  lord  I  trust  the  kyng  my  brother  and  yow  wole  not  reken  in  me  souche 
chyldhode.  I  trust  I  have  so  horderd  my  sellfe  so  sens  that  I  came  hether,  that  I  trust  yt 
hathe  been  to  the  honor  of  the  kyng  my  brother  and  me  sens  I  come  hether  and  so  I  trust  to 
contenew.  yff  ther  be  any  thynge  that  I  may  do  for  yow  I  wold  be  glade  for  to  do  yt  in  tliys 
partes  I  shalbe  glade  to  do  yt  for  yow.  no  more  to  yow  at  tliys  tyme  $ut  J.H.S.  preserve 
yow.  Wretton  at  pares  the  x  day  of  January,  (1515)  by  yowr  lowyng  frend 

MARY  QUENE  OF  FRANCE. 

Mary  Tudor,  younger  sister  of  King  Hen.  VIII.;  born  1498,  married  1st,  K.  Lewis  XIII.  of  France,  1514  ; 

married  2d.  Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  1516  ;  died  1533. 


LETTER  VI. 

MARGARET  TUDOR,  QUEEN  OF  SCOTLAND,  to  Wolsey. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

My  lorde  cardnal  yn  my  most  hartly  #vyse  I  recommand  me  to  you  and  voulde  be  glade 
to  here  from  you  plesyth  you  to  vyt  that  I  am  com  to  edynbroth  and  hath  bene  very  veil 
ressayved  safeng  the  syght  of  my  so5  the  kyng  wysche  I  thynk  ryght  strange  as  thys  vyl  schov 
you  my  mynde  at  more  length  to  vhom  I  pray  you  to  gyf  kredens  .  my  good  lorde  next  the 
kyng  my  brother  my  moste  specyal  truste  is  in  you  and  ye  may  doo  me  moste  good  and  gyf 
soo  be  that  thys  rawme  kype  not  to  the  kyng  my  brother  and  yow  thair  promes  I  moste  nedes  call  for 
helpe  to  hys  grace  and  yow  for  I  truste  to  reull  me  soo  that  the  kyng  and  yow  schal  be  content  for  I 
vyl  do  no  thyng  but  I  vyl  axe  consell  at  my  lorde  dakers  and  I  pray  yow  my  lorde  comand  hyme  that 
he  sende  ofton  to  see  how  I  doo  and  am  intretyd  but  and  ever  the  dwke  com  in  Scotland  a  gane  here 
is  no  bydyng  to  me  and  thatt  thys  berar  can  schu  yow  no  more  but  god  have  yow  in  hys  kypeng 
wryten  the  xx  day  of  june  wyth  my  hand.  (1517.) 

yours  MARGARET  R. 

*  In  this  letter  the  letter  v  is  generally  written  for  w. 

Margaret,  elder  sister  of  King  Henry  VIII.;  born  1489  ;  married  1st,  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland  ;  and  2nd,  Archibald 

Douglas,  Earl  of  Angus  ;  died  1541. 


LETTER  VII. 

Q.  ANNE  BOLEYN  to  (Cranmer  X) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

My  lord  in  my  most  humble  wise  I  thanke  yo1'  grace  for  the  gy ft  of  thys  benefice  for  master 
barlo  howbehit  this  standithe  to  now  effecte  for  it  is  mayd  for  tonbrige  and  I  wold  have  it  if  yor 
plesure  war  so  for  sondrig  for  tonbrige  is  in  my  lord  my  fathers  gyft  be  a  vowson  that  he  hathe  and  is 
not  woyd.  I  do  trost  that  yor  grace  wol  graunt  hym  sondrig  and  considering  the  payne  that  he  hathe 
takyn  I  do  thynke  that  it  shall  be  vere  well  bestowyd  and  in  so  doyng  y  rekyn  my  selfe  moche 
bownde  to  yor  grace  for  all  this  that  hathe  takyn  payne  in  the  kynges  matter  it  shalle  be  my  daylle 
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studj  to  in  magyn  all  the  ways  that  I  can  devyse  to  do  them  servys  and  plesur  and  thus  I  make 
anend  sendyng  you  a  gen  the  letter  that  you  sent  me  thankyng  yor  grace  most  humbley  for  the  payn 
that  you  take  for  to  wryt  to  me  assuryng  you  that  next  the  kynges  letter  ther  is  nothyng  that  can 
rejose  me  so  moche.  wh  the  hand  of  her  that  is  most  bownde  to  be 

Yr  most  humble  and 

my  lord  I  be  syche  yr  grace  obediant  servant, 

w*  all  my  hart  to  remember  ANNE  BOLEYN. 

the  parson  of  honelayne  for 
my  sake  schortly. 

Anne  Boleyn,  2nd  Q.  of  King  Hen.  VIII.  ;  married  1533  ;  beheaded  1536. 


LETTER  VIII. 

QUEEN  KATHERINE  PARR  to  King  Henry  VIII. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Although  the  dysconzse  of  tyme  and  accompte  of  dayes  nether  ys  long  nor  many  of  your  maiesties 
absens,  yett  y°  wante  of  your  presens  so  muche  beloved  and  desired  of  me,  maketh  me  yfc  I  can  not 
quyetly  pleasure  in  any  thynge,  untyll  I  here  from  your  maiestye  :  the  tyme  ther  for  semeth  to  me 
very  long,  wythe  a  grette  desire  to  know  how  youre  hyeghnes  hathe  done  syns  your  departyng  hense, 
whose  prosperyte  and  helthe  I  prefer  and  desyre  more  than  myne  owne.  And  wher  as  I  know  your 
Maiesties  absens  ys  never  wythe  out  grett  respectes  of  tliyngs  most  convenyent  and  necessary,  yett  love 
and  affection  compelleth  me  to  desire  your  presens  :  And  agayne  the  same  zele  and  love  forces  me  also 
to  be  best  content  wythe  that  whyche  ys  your  wyll  and  pleasure  :  And  thus  love  maketh  me  in  all 
thynges  to  sett  apart  myne  one  comodyte  and  pleasure,  and  to  embrase  most  joyfully  hys  wyll  and 
pleasure,  whom  I  love.  God  the  knower  of  secretes  can  juge  these  wordes  not  to  be  only  wrytten 
wrythe  ynke,  but  most  truely  impressed  in  the  hart,  muche  more  I  omytte,  lest  I  schuld  seme  to  go  aboute 
to  prayse  myself,  or  crave  a  thanke,  wyche  thynge  to  do  I  mynde  nothyng  lesse,  but  a  playne  symple 
relacyon  of  my  zele  and  love  towarde  youre  maiestye  procedyng  from  the  abundance  of  the  herte, 
wlieryn  I  must  nedes  confesse  I  deserve  no  worthy e  comendation,  havyng  suche  juste  occasion  to  do  the 
same ;  I  make  lyke  acompte  wythe  your  maiestye,  as  I  do  wythe  God  for  hys  benefytes  and  gyftes  heped 
upon  me  dayly,  knowlegyng  my  self  all  wayes  a  grette  detter  unto  hym  in  that  I  do  omytt  my  dutye 
towarde  hym,  nott  being  able  to  recompense  the  leste  of  hys  benefytes,  in  wyche  state  I  am  certayne 
and  sure  to  dye,  but  yett  I  hope  in  hys  gracyous  acceptation  of  my  good  wyll.  And  even  suche  con- 
fydence  I  have  in  your  maiestyes  gentyllness,  knowyng  myself  never  to  have  done  my  dutye  as  was 
requysite  and  mete  to  suche  a  noble  and  worthye  prynce,  at  whose  handes  I  have  founde  and  received 
so  muche  love  and  goodnes,  that  wythe  wordes  I  can  not  expresse  yt ;  lest  I  schuld  be  to  {too)  tedyouse 
unto  your  maiestye,  I  fynysche  thys  my  scrybeled  letter,  comyttyng  you  in  to  the  governance  of  the 
lorde  wl  long  lyf  and  prosperous  felyate  hert,  and  after  y  13  lyf  to  enioy  ye  kyngdome  of  his  electe. 
from  grenewyche.  By  your  maiesties  humble  obedyent 

lovyng  wyfe  and  sarvant 

KATERYN  THE  QUENE  KP. 


Queen  Katherine  Parr,  6th  Q.  of  King  Henry  VIII. ;  married  1543;  died  1548. 
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LETTER  IX. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  (afterwards  K.  EDWARD  VI.)  to  Q.  Kath.  Parr, 

Thanking  her  for  her  letters,  and  hoping  he  may  be  able  in  part  to  satisfy  the  good  expectations 

of  H.  M.  his  Father  and  her  Grace. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


LETTER  X. 

PRINCESS  (afterwards  QUEEN  MARY)  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral, 

Declining  to  interfere  respecting  his  suit  for  marriage  with  the  Queen  Dowager  (Katherine 
Parr),  “  consyderyng  whose  wyef  her  grace  was  of  late” — he  hopes  he  will  think  no  unkindness  in  her, 
though  she  “  refuse  to  be  a  medler  any  wayes  in  thys  matter,”  &c. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Queen  Mary,  daughter  of  King  Henry  VIII.  and  Katherine  of  Arragon  ;  born  1517  ;  crowned  1553 ; 

married  Philip  of  Spain  1554  ;  died  1558. 


LETTER  XI. 

PRINCESS  (afterwards  QUEEN)  ELIZABETH  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset, 

In  favor  of  Catherine  Ashley,  because  “that  whatsoever  she  hathe  done  in  my  Lorde 
“  Admiral’s  matter  as  concerninge  the  marynge  of  me  she  dide  it  because  knowinge  him  to  be  one 
“  of  the  counsel  she  thogth  he  wolde  not  go  about  any  suche  thinge  without  he  had  the  counsels 
“  consent  therunto,”  &c. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


LETTER  XII. 

KING  EDWARD  VI.  Private  Minutes, 

Entitled  “  Ceirtein  pointes  of  waighty  matters  to  be  immediately  concluded  on  by  my 

counsell.  18  January  1551. 


Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

King  Edward  VI.,  son  of  King  Henry  VIII.  and  Queen  Jane  Seymour;  born  1537 ;  crowned  1547  ;  died  1553. 
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LETTER  XIII. 

MARY  QUEEN  OF  SOOTS  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 

Complaining  of  not  having  received  answers  to  her  letters,  and  soliciting  better  treatment.  In 

French.  Dated  Sheffield  (1583). 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Queen  Mary,  daughter  of  King  James  V.  of  Scotland  ;  born  1542  ;  beheaded  at  Fotheringay  Castle,  1587. 


LETTER  XIV. 


QUEEN  ELIZABETH  to  King  James  VI.  of  Scotland. 

Copied  from  the  Original  in  the  Possession  of  Mons.  A.  Donnadieu,  Member  of  the  Societe  de  L’Histoire  de  France, 

and  of  the  British  Archselogical  Association. 

Mj  very  good  Brother 

Hit  pleaseth  me  not  a  litel  that  my  true  intents  without  gloses  or  giles  ar  by  you  so  gratefully 
taken  for  I  am  nothing  of  that  vile  disposition  of  suche  as  while  thir  neighbors  house  is  or  likly  to  be 
a  fire  wyl  not  only  not  helpe  but  not  afourd  them  water  to  quenche  the  same.  If  any  suche  you  have 
hard  of  toward  me  God  graunt  he  remembreth  hit  not  to  (too)  wel  for  them,  for  the  Archeduke  helas 
poore  man  he  wischeth  every  body  like  himself  except  his  bondes  wiche  without  his  brothers  helpe  he 
wil  soon  repent  his  Signory.  I  suppos  that  considering  whos  (aperte  ?)  enemy  the  King  of  Spaine 
is  you  wyl  not  neglect  so  muche  your  owne  honor  to  the  world  (thogh  you  had  no  peculiar  love  to 
me)  as  to  permit  his  Embassator  in  your  Land,  that  so  causelesly  persecutes  suche  a  Princes  as  never 
harmed  him.  Yea  suche  a  one  as  if  his  deceased  father  had  beene  rightly  informed,  did  bettar 
merite  at  his  hand  than  any  prince  on  erthe  ever  did  to  other  for  wher  bathe  ther  bene  an  example 
that  any  one  King  hathe  ever  denied  so  faire  a  present  as  the  hole  seventene  provinces  of  the  Lowe 
Countries.  Yea  who  not  only  wold  not  have  denied  them  but  send  a  dousin  Gentilmen  to  warne  him 
of  their  sliding  from  him  w*  offer  of  keeping  them  from  the  nere  neigbors  hands  and  sent  treasur  to 
pay  the  shaking  towns  fro  laps,  disserved  I  suche  a  recompence  as  many  a  complot  bothe  for  my  life 
and  kingdom  \  Aught  I  not  to  defend  and  bereave  him  of  suche  weapons  as  might  invay  myselfe  1  he 
wil  say  I  helpe  Zealand  and  Holand  from  his  hands  tho  if  ether  his  father  or  himselfe  wold  observe 
suche  othe  as  the  Emperour  Charles  obliged  himselfe  and  so  in  sequele  his  son  I  wold  not  have  delt 
with  others  territories :  but  the  hold  this  by  suche  covenants  as  not  observing  by  thir  owne  grants  the 
ar  no  longar  bound  unto  them  :  but  thogh  al  this  wer  not  unknowne  to  him — Yet  I  cast  suche  right 
raisons  over  my  shuldar  and  regarded  thir  good  and  have  never  defended  them  a  wicked  quarel  and 
had  he  not  mixt  that  gouvernment  contrary  to  his  owne  lawes  with  the  rule  of  Spainards  al  this  had 
not  neded. 

Now  for  the  warning  the  frenche  sent  you  of  Vesons  imbassat  to  yow  me  thinkes  the  king  your 
good  brother  hathe  given  you  a  good  caveat  that  being  a  king  he  supposeth  by  that  measure  that  you 
wold  denye  suche  offers.  And  since  nedes  you  wyl  have  my  counseil  I  can  hardly  believe  that  being 
warned  your  own  subject  shall  be  suffred  to  come  into  your  realme  from  suche  a  place  to  suche  intent. 
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Suche  a  prelate  if  he  came  shuld  be  taught  a  bettar  leason  than  play  so  presumtius  and  bold  a  part 
afor  he  knewe  your  good  liking  therof  wiche  as  I  hope  is  far  from  your  intent.  So  wyl  his  coming 
verefie  good  Mastar  {Secretary s  f)  asseverations  at  Rome  of  wiche  you  have  or  now  bene  warned 
ynough.  Thus  you  se  how  to  fulfil  your  trust  reposed  in  me  wiche  to  infringe  I  never  mynde.  I 
have  sincerely  made  patente  my  sinceritie  and  thogh  not  fraught  wT  niuche  wisdome  yet  stuffed 
w*  great  good  wyl  I  hope  you  wyl  beare  w1  my  molesting  you  to  (too)  long  wf  my  skraling  hand,  as 
proceding  from  a  hart  that  slial  ever  be  filled  wt  the 

Sure  affection  of  your  Loving  and 

frendeley  sistar 

ELIZABETH  R. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  King  Henry  VIII.  and  Queen  Anne  Boleyn ;  horn  1533;  crowned  1558;  died  1602. 


LETTER  XV. 

KING  JAMES  VI.  OF  SCOTLAND  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 

Requesting  her  to  discountenance  and  to  proceed  against  Bothwell  and  other  Conspirators. 

Dated  Edinburgh,  July  5,  1592. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


LETTER  XVI. 

KING  JAMES  I.  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 

Expressing  grief  at  his  absence,  and  earnestly  desiring  his  return.  He  requests  that  none  may  see  his 

letter,  and  that  the  Duke  will  not  answer  it.  (1623.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

King  James  I.,  son  of  Lord  Darnley  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  ;  born  1556  ;  married  Anne  of  Denmark  ;  crowned 
King  James  VI.  of  Scotland  1579,  King  James  I.  of  England,  1603  ;  died  1625. 


LETTER  XVII. 

PRINCE  HENRY  to  his  Father  King  James  I. 

With  a  list  of  some  persons  recommended  to  be  made  Knights  of  the  Bath,  and  requesting  leave  to  go 

to  Chatham  with  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  see  the  Ships. 


Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Prince  Henry  Frederick  Stuart,  eldest  Son  of  James  I.;  horn  1593,  died  1612. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

i 

PRINCESS  ELIZABETH  to  her  Father  King  James  I., 

Telling  him  that  the  Baron  de  Dona  will  state  to  him  the  particulars  of  the  misfortune  which  has  com¬ 
pelled  her  husband  and  herself  to  leave  Prague,  and  requesting  his  assistance  to  prevent  their  ruin. 
She  is  resolved  never  to  quit  her  husband ;  but  should  he  perish,  to  perish  with  him.  (In  French.) 
Probable  date,  1620. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  King  James  I.;  born  1596;  married  Frederick,  afterwards  King  of  Bohemia,  1612 ; 

died  1661. 


LETTER  XIX. 

KING  CHARLES  I.  to  his  Son  Prince  Charles. 

Orders  his  son  when  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  rebels’  hands  to  convey  himself  under  the  care  of  his 
mother,  whose  command  he  is  to  observe  in  all  things  except  religion,  wherein  he  was  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury.  (1645.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

King  Charles  I.,  3rd  Son  of  King  James  I.;  born  1600  ;  married  Henrietta  Maria  of  France  1625  ;  beheaded  1648. 


LETTER  XX. 

KING  CHARLES  I.  to  his  Nephew  Prince  Maurice, 

Upon  dismissing  the  Prince’s  brother  Rupert  from  all  charge  in  the  army,  and  sending  him  abroad  for 
his  unhandsome  quitting  the  Castle  and  Fort  of  Bristol  through  the  seduction  of  some  “  rotten-headed 
villains.”  (1645.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


LETTER  XXL 

KING  CHARLES  II.  to  the  Chancellor  Lord  Clarendon. 

That  he  would  counsel  Brodericke  not  to  meddle  any  more  with  Lady  Castlemaine’s  affairs - wishes 

himself  may  be  “  unhappy  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to  come  if  he  fail  in  the  least  degree  of  that 
“  he  has  resolved,  which  is  of  making  Lady  Castlemaine  of  his  wife’s  bedchamber,”  &c. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

King  Charles  II.,  born  1630  ;  crowned  1660  ;  married  Catherine  of  Braganza  1662  ;  died  1685. 
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LETTER  XXII. 

KING  CHARLES  II.  to  the  Chancellor  Lord  Clarendon, 

Concerning  the  insolent  conduct  of  Sir  Harry  Yane;  that  he  is  too  dangerous  to  let  live,  &c.  One  week 
after  the  date  of  this  letter,  (June  7,  1662,)  Sir  Harry  Yane  was  beheaded. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


LETTER  XXIII. 

JAMES,  DUKE  OF  YORK  (afterwards  King  James  II.)  to  Prince  Rupert, 

Wishing  him  a  “continuance  of  fair  weather,  and  that  the  winds  may  do  him  no  more  hurt  than 
De  Ruyter  has  done  to  him,  and  that  he  and  the  fleet  may  be  safe  at  home  before  the 
Michaelmas  flaws  come.”  Dated  August  20,  1673. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

James  Stuart,  2nd  Son  of  Charles  I. ;  born  1633;  crowned  King  James  II.  1684;  abdicated  1689; 

died  1701. 


LETTER  XXIY. 

KING  WILLIAM  III.  to  *  *  *  *, 

On  the  subject  of  his  Queen’s  illness ;  the  Physicians’  opinions,  and  the  state  of  his  mind  on  the 

occasion.  Dated  1694-6. 

Original  (in  French)  in  the  Collection  of  Mons.  A.  Donnadieu. 

William,  Prince  of  Orange,  born  1650  ;  married  Princess  Mary,  daughter  of  King  James  II. ;  crowned 

King  William  III.  1689  ;  died  1702. 


LETTER  XXY. 

QUEEN  ANNE  to  Lord  Oxford, 

Congratulating  him  on  his  recovery.  Political  arrangements.  She  doubts  if  Mr.  Prior’s  (the  Poet’s) 
“  birth  will  entitle  him  to  the  situation  of  Envoy,  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Embassy  is  filled,”  &c. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Queen  Anne,  2nd  daughter  of  King  James  II.  ;  born  1664;  married  Prince  George  of  Denmark  ; 

crowned  1702  ;  died  1714. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 

GEORGE  LOUIS,  ELECTOR  OF  HANOVER  (afterwards  King  George  I.)  to  *  *  *  *. 

A  letter  of  kindness,  and  expressive  of  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  son  of  the  person  to 

whom  it  is  addressed. 

Original  (in  French)  in  the  British  Museum. 

King  George  I. ;  born  1660  ;  crowned  1714;  died  1727. 


LETTER  XXVII. 

GEORGE  AUGUSTUS,  ELECTOR  OF  HANOVER  (afterwards  King  George  II.), 

to  Lord  Halifax. 

Acknowledging  obligations.  The  demolition  of  Dunkirk  as  favorable  to  England  as  hurtful 

to  France  ;  expressing  gratitude  and  esteem.  (1709.) 

Original  (in  French)  in  the  British  Museum. 

King  George  II.;  born  1683;  crowned  1727  ;  died  1760. 


LETTER  XXVIII. 

KING  GEORGE  III.  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain  (the  Marquis  of  Salisbury). 
Respecting  the  arrangements  for  the  Marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  (1795.) 

Original  in  the  Collection  of  Jos.  French,  Esq.,  Windsor. 

King  George  III.,  Grandson  of  King  George  II. ;  born  1738  ;  crowned  1760  ;  died  1820. 


LETTERS  OF  EMINENT  PERSONS. 

LETTER  XXIX. 

SIR  THOMAS  MORE  to  King  Henry  VIII. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

jit  may  lyke  yor  highnes  to  call  to  yor  graciouse  remembraunce  that  at  such  tyme,  as  of  that 
great  weighty  (care  % )  and  office  of  your  chancellor  with  which  so  far  above  my  meritis  or  qualitees 
able  and  mete  therfore  yor  highnes  had  of  yor  incomparable  goodnes  honored  and  exalted  me  ye 
were  so  good  and  graciouse  un  to  me  as  at  my  pore  humble  suit  to  discharge  and  disburden  me 
geving  me  licence  with  yor  graciouse  favor  to  bestow  the  residew  of  my  life  in  myn  age  now  to  come, 
abowt  the  provision  for  my  soule  in  the  service  of  god,  and  to  be  yor  gracys  bedisman  and  pray  for 
you,  it  pleased  yor  highnes  ferther  to  say  unto  me,  that  for  the  service  which  I  byfore  hadd  done  you, 
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(which  it  than  lyked  yor  goodnes  far  above  my  deserving  to  commend)  that  in  eny  suit  that  I  should 
after  have  un  to  yo1'  highnes,  which  either  should  concerne  myn  honor  (that  word  it  lyked  yoT  highnes 
to  use  un  to  me)  or  that  should  perteyne  un  to  my  profit  I  should  fynd  yor  highnes  good  and  graciouse 
lord  unto  me.  So  is  it  now  graciouse  soverayn,  that  worldely  honor  ys  the  thing  wherof  I  have  re¬ 
signed  both  the  possession  and  the  desire  in  the  resignation  of  yo1'  moost  honorable  office.  And  worldely 
profit  I  trust  experience  proveth  and  dayly  more  and  more  shall  prove,  that  I  never  was  very  gredy 
theron.  But  now  ys  my  most  humble  suit  un  to  yor  excellent  highnes,  partely  to  beseche  the  same, 
some  what  to  tendre  my  pore  honestie.  but  principally  that  of  yor  accustomed  goodnis  no  sinistre  infor¬ 
mation  move  yo1'  noble  grace,  to  have  eny  more  distruste  of  my  trouth  and  devotion  toward  you  than 
I  have  or  shall  duryng  my  life  geve  the  cause.  For  in  this  mater  of  the  wykked  wroman  of  canterbery 
I  have  un  to  yor  trusoy  counsaylour  Mr.  Thomas  Cromwell  by  my  writing  as  playnly  declared  the 
trouth  as  I  possibly  can,  which  my  declaration,  of  his  dutie  toward  yor  grace,  and  his  goodnes  toward 
me  so  hath  I  understand  declared  un  to  yor  grace,  in  eny  parte  of  all  which  my  dealing,  whither  eny 
other  man  may  peradventure  put  eny  dowte,  or  move  eny  scrupule  of  suspition,  that  can  I  neither  tell, 
nor  lyeth  in  myn  hand  to  lett,  but  un  to  my  selfe  is  it  not  possible  eny  parte  of  my  said  demeanure  to 
seme  evil,  the  very  clerenes  of  myn  owne  conscience  knoweth  in  all  the  mater  my  mynde  and  entent 
so  good.  Wherfore  moste  graciouse  soverayn  I  neither  will  nor  well  it  can  bycome  me,  w4  yor  highnes 
to  reason  and  argue  the  mater,  but  in  my  moost  humble  maner  prostrate  at  yo1'  graciouse  fete  I  onely 
byseche  yor  maiestie  w1  yoT  owne  high  prudence  and  yor  accustumede  goodnes  consider  and  way  the 
mater.  And  than  if  in  yor  so  doing  yor  owne  vertuouse  mynde  shall  geve  you,  that  notwithstanding 
the  manifold  excellent  goodnes  that  yo1'  graciouse  highnes  hath  by  so  many  maner  ways  used  un  to  me, 
I  be  a  wreche  of  such  a  monstrouse  ingratitude  as  could  wt  eny  of  theym  all,  or  with  eny  other  person 
living,  digresse  fro  my  bounden  dutie  of  allegeaunce  toward  yor  good  grace,  than  desire  I  no  ferther 
favor  at  yo1'  graciouse  hand,  than  the  losse  of  all  that  ever  I  may  best  (value  or  esteem  % )  in  this  world, 
goods,  lands,  and  libertie,  and  finally  my  life  w*  all,  wherof  the  keping  of  eny  parte  un  to  my  selfe, 
could  never  do  me  penyworth  of  pleasure,  but  onely  shold  then  my  recomforte  be,  that  after  my  short 
life  and  yor  long  (which  w4  continuall  prosperite  to  goddys  pleasure  our  lord  for  his  mercy  send  you) 
I  shold  onys  mete  w*  yor  grace  agayn  in  hevyn,  and  there  be  mery  with  you.  Where  among  myn 
other  pleasuris  this  shold  yet  be  one,  that  yo1'  grace  shold  surely  se  there  than,  that  (how  so  ever  you 
take  me)  I  am  yor  trew  bedeman  now  and  ever  have  bene,  and  will  be  till  I  dye,  how  so  ever  yor  plea¬ 
sure  be  to  do  by  me.  IIow  be  it  if  in  the  considering  of  my  cause,  yor  high  wysdome  and  graciouse 
goodnis  perceve  (as  I  veryly  trust  in  god  you  shall)  that  I  none  otherwise  have  demeaned  my  selfe, 
than  well  may  stand  w4  my  bounden  dutie  of  faithfullnes  toward  yor  roiall  maiestie,  than  in  my  moste 
humble  wise  I  bysech  yo1'  moste  noble  grace,  that  the  knowledge  of  yor  trew  graciouse  persuasion  in 
that  byhalfe,  may  releve  the  (burden  % )  of  my  present  hevynesse,  conceived  of  the  drede  and  fere  (by 
that  I  here  such  a  grevousc  bill  put  by  yor  lerned  counseile  in  to  yo  high  court  of  parleament  agaynst 
me)  lest  yor  grace  myght  by  some  sinistre  information  be  moved  eny  thyng  to  tliinke  the  contrary. 
Which  if  yor  highnes  do  not  (as  I  trust  in  god  and  yo1'  great  goodnes  the  mater  by  yor  awne  high 
prudence  examined  and  considered  you  will  not)  then  in  my  moost  humble  manr  I  besech  yo1'  highnes 
ferther  (albe  it  that  in  respecte  of  my  formar  requeste  this  other  thing  ys  very  sleight)  yit  sith 
yo r  highnes  hath  here  byfore  of  yor  more  habundunt  goodnes  heped  and  accumulated  uppon  me  (though 
I  was  therto  very  far  unwurthy)  fro  tyme  to  tyme  both  wurshuppe  and  great  hono1'  to,  and  sith  I  now 
have  lefte  of  all  such  things,  and  no  thing  seke  or  desire  but  the  life  to  come,  and  in  the  meane  while 
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pray  for  yor  grace,  it  may  lyke  yor  liigknes  of  yor  accustumed  benignite  somewhat  to  tendre  my  pore 
honestie  and  never  suffre  by  the  meane  of  such  a  bill  put  forth  agaynst  me  eny  man  to  take  occasion 
here  after  agaynst  the  treuth  to  slawndre  me.  Which  thyng  shold  yit  by  the  perill  of  theire  owne 
soulys  do  theym  selfe  more  hurt  than  me  which  shall  I  trust  settle  myn  harte  with  yor  graciouse 
favor  to  depend  uppon  the  comforte  of  the  troutli  and  hope  of  lievyn,  and  not  uppon  the  fallible 
opinion  or  sour  spoken  words,  of  light  and  sour  changeable  peple.  And  thus  moste  dredde  and  moste 
dere  soverayn  lord,  I  beseche  the  blessed  trinite  preserve  yor  moost  noble  grace  both  in  body  and  soule, 
and  all  that  are  yor  well  willers,  and  amend  all  the  contrary,  among  whome  if  ever  I  be  or  ever  have 
been  one,  than  pray  I  god  that  he  may  with  myn  open  shame  and  destruction  declare  it.  At  my  pore 
hawse  in  Chelchith  the  fifeth  day  of  march  by  the  knowen  rude  hand  of 

yor  moste  humble  and  moste  hevy 

faithfull  subguett  and  bedeman 

THO.  MORE  KV 

Sir  Thomas  More,  born  1480;  Chancellor  1580;  beheaded  1535. 


LETTER  XXX. 

CHARLES  BRANDON,  DUKE  OF  SUFFOLK,  to  King  Henrt  VIII. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Most  grasseust  soffuryn  lord  sou  et  tys  y4  I  am  informed  dywares  wayes  y4  hall  your  boll 
counssell  me  lord  of  yourke  exseppyd  wyet  mane  addar  ar  clyrlle  detarmenned  to  tympe  your  grace 
y4  I  may  edar  by  pat  to  dyth  or  by  pat  in  prysson  and  soo  to  by  dysstrved  alas  (sire  ?)  I  may  say 
y4  I  haw  a  hard  forttun  seying  y4  ther  was  newar  non  of  thym  in  trobbyll  bout  I  was  glad  to  helpe 
thym  to  me  pour  and  y4  your  grace  knowes  byst  and  nhow  y4  1  am  in  thys  non  lettyll  trobyll  and 
sorrow  nhow  thay  ar  rydy  to  helpe  to  dusstrv  me  bout  (sire?)  I  care  no  mor  bout  god  forgyef  thym 
watso  yewar  coumes  on  me  for  I  am  detarmenned  for  (sire  ?)  your  grace  es  he  y4  es  me  soffaryn  lord 
and  masstar,  and  he  y4  has  browth  me  op  of  nowth  and  I  am  your  segyth  and  sarwant  and  he  y4  has 
afynded  your  grace  in  brykyng  me  promes  y4  I  made  your  grace  tochyng  the  quyen  your  sisstar  for 
the  wyche  I  wyet  most  youmbyll  hart  I  wyll  yeld  me  self  unto  your  grases  handes  to  doo  wyet  me 
pour  bode  your  grasseus  plyssur  not  fyryng  the  malles  of  thym  for  I  know  your  grace  of  scheth  natur 
y4  et  can  not  ly  in  thyr  pourer  to  caus  you  to  dysstrv  me  for  ther  malles  bout  wat  pounesment  soewar 
I  have  I  schall  thanke  god  and  your  grace  of  et  and  thynke  y4  I  have  wyell  dessarvyed  et  bowtli  to 
god  and  your  grace  as  knowes  howar  lord  whoo  send  your  grace  your  most  honnorabyll  hartie  dyssear 
wyet  long  lyef  and  me  most  sorrofoll  wryche  your  grasseus  fawar  wat  sorro  soo  yewar  I  indur  thyrfor. 
at  mottryll  the  XXII  day  of  apryell  by  your  most  youmbyll  seeget  and  sarwant  (Sire?)  I  bysche  your 
grace  to  gyef  cry  dynes  unto  me  coussen  (seddnay?;  thes  (prar?)  on  me  byhalf. 

CHARLES  SUFFOLK. 

Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  married  Mary,  sister  of  King  Henry  VIII.  Died  1545. 
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LETTER  XXXI. 

JOHN  RUSSELL  (afterwards  1st  Earl  of  Bedford)  to  Cardinal  Wolsey, 

Acquainting  him  that  he  had  shewed  the  King  how  Wolsey  had  examined  “Eransses  Phylyppes  ande 
Vynes  after  the  beste  and  gentylest  manor, and  “  without  forsse  or  vyolens,”  and  that  the  King  has 
read  “  Vynes’  pystelle  (epistle)  wrytt  liys  mynde  under  the  sayde,”  and  that  “  hys  mageste  welle  pystelle 
ande  sende  hytt  to  your  grase,”  &c. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

John  Russell,  created  Earl  of  Bedford,  1550;  Lord  High  Steward,  1547 ;  died  1554. 


LETTER  XXXII. 

THOMAS  HOWARD,  EARL  OF  SURREY  (afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk)  to  Cardinal  Wolsey. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Plesith  it  yor  grace  to  be  advertised  that  this  nyght  at  myclnyght  came  to  me  ii  Scotchmen  myn 
espies  wfc  twoo  letters  from  the  quene  of  scotts  wcl‘  yor  grace  shall  receyve  wt  this.  And  by  the  same 
yor  grace  may  perceyve  that  the  kyng  shall  not  come  forth  and  all  this  that  the  lords  doth  cause  her  to 
wright  is  only  to  dryve  off  the  tyme  to  the  intent  I  shuld  do  the  les  hurt  and  that  their  hole  poure 
myght  be  assembled  and  so  take  their  advantage  upon  me.  and  so  one  off  myn  espies  hath  warned 
me  is  their  entent ;  saying  the  lords  be  in  such  feare  off  the  Due  lokyng  every  houre  for  hym  to  arry ve. 
that  and  they  had  layde  iiii  off  the  best  off  their  sonnys  in  hostage  to  forsake  hym.  yet  iff  he  came 
they  wold  breke  their  covenant.  Wherefore  w'  gods  grace  I  shalbe  doing,  and  w*  this  yor  grace  shall 
receyve  the  copie  of  myn  answer  sent  to  the  seid  quene  which  she  shall  shew  to  the  lords,  the 
Chanseler  went  hym  selff  upon  Saturday  in  edenborow  and  made  proclamacions  in  thre  places  that 
all  men  that  myght  wer  harmes  shuld  be  this  day  redy  to  come  forwards  wherat  the  Frenchmen  made 
moch  joy.  sewerly  I  feare  they  do  moch  abewse  the  quene.  but  thogli  they  do  so  w*  her  I  entende 
not  they  shall  so  do  w4  me.  for  at  the  closyng  hereoff  I  woll  go  to  horsbak  and  do  the  most  hurt  I 
can.  scribled  this  xxii  day  off  September  at  iii  a  clok  after  mydnyght.  (1523.) 

Yors  most  bownden 

T.  SURREY. 

Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Surrey,  created  Duke  of  Norfolk,  1514 ;  Lord  Treasurer  and  Earl  Marshal ;  died  1524 


LETTER  XXXIII. 

CARDINAL  WOLSEY  to  Gardiner  (afterwards  Bishop  of  Worcester). 

My  owne  goode  mastyr  Secretary  aftyr  my  most  herty  recomendacons  w4  lycke  thancks  for 
yor  goodnes  towards  me  thes  shalbe  to  advertyse  yow  that  I  have  beyn  informyd  by  my  trusty  frende 
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Thomas  crowmwell  that  ye  have  sygnyfyd  unto  hym  to  my  synguler  consolacion  howe  that  the  Kyugs 
hyghnes  movyd  wt  pety  and  compassyon  and  of  hys  excellent  goodness  and  cheryte  consyderyng  the 
lamentable  condicion  and  stat  that  I  stand  yn  hath  wyllyd  yow  V  other  lords  and  mastyrs  of  hys 
honorable  cownsell  to  entende  to  the  perfyghtyng  and  absolvyng  w‘out  further  (tract?)  or  delay 
of  myn  end  and  appoyntment  and  that  my  pardon  shulde  be  made  in  the  moste  ample  forme  that  my 
cownsell  cowde  devyse,  for  thys  the  kyng’s  most  gracyous  remembrance  procedyng  of  hymsylf  I 
accompt  my  sylf  not  onely  moste  bowndyn  to  serve  and  pray  for  the  preservacion  of  hys  moste  royal 
maieste  but  also  thancke  god  that  ye  have  occasyon  govyn  unto  yow  to  be  a  sollycyter  and  setterforthe 
of  such  thyngs  as  do  and  shall  conserne  my  seyd  ende  in  the  makyng  and  compownvng  wherof  myn 
assuryd  trust  ys  that  ye  wole  shewe  the  love  and  affection  wych  ye  have  and  here  towards  me 
yor  olde  lover  and  frende  so  declaryng  yo1  sylf  therin.  that  the  world  may  parceyve  that  by  yowr  good 
meanys  the  knyng  ys  the  better  goode  lorde  unto  me  and  that  nowe  newly  in  maner  comyng  to 
the  wrorld  tlier  may  be  suche  resspect  had  to  my  poore  degre  olde  age  and  longe  contynuyd  servys  as 
shal  be  to  the  kyngs  hygh  honor  and  yo1'  gret  prayse  and  laude  wych  onclowttydly  shal  folowe 
yf  ye  extende  yowr  benyvolens  towards  me  and  men  perceyve  that  by  yr  wysdom  and  dexteryte  I 
shalbe  relevyd  and  in  thys  my  calamyte  liolpyn  at  the  reverens  therfor  of  god  myn  owne  goode 
Mr.  Secretary  and  refugy  nowe  set  to  yo1'  hande  that  1  may  come  to  a  laudable  ende  and  reposse. 
seyng  that  I  may  be  furnyshyd  aftyr  suche  a  sorte  and  maner  as  I  may  ende  my  short  tyme 
and  lyff  to  the  honor  of  Crysts  churche  and  the  prince.  And  besydys  my  dayly  prayer  and  true 
hert  I  shal  so  requyte  yo1'  kyndnes  as  ye  shal  have  cause  to  tliyncke  the  same  to  be  wel  imployd 
lycke  as  my  seyd  trusty  frende  shal  more  amply  shewe  onto  yow  to  whom  yt  may  please  you  to 
geve  ferme  credens  and  lovyng  andsers  And  I  shall  pray  for  the  increase  of  yo1'  honor.  Wryttyn  at 
Asher  wl  the  tremyllyng  hand  and  hevy  hert  of  yo1'  assuryd  lover  and  bedysman.  (Date  about  1529.) 

T.  CARLIS  EBOR. 

To  the  rygth  honorable  and  my  synguler 
goode  frende  Mastyr  Secretary, 

Thomas  Wolsey,  born  1471;  Archbishop  of  York,  1514;  Lord  Chancellor,  and  a  Cardinal;  died  1530. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 

CRANMER,  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY,  to  T.  Cromwell. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


Right  worshipful  maister  Crumwel  after  most  harty  comendations  &c.  I  doubte  not  but  you  do 
right  wel  remembre  that  my  lorde  of  Rochester  and  Master  More  were  contented  to  be  sworne  to  the 
acte  of  the  kyngs  succession,  but  not  to  the  preamble  of  the  same.  What  was  the  cause  of  thair 
refusal  therof  I  am  uncerten,  and  tliay  wolde  by  no  meanes  expresse  the  same :  nevertheles  it  must  nedis 
be  either  the  diminution  of  the  autoritie  of  the  Busshope  of  Rome,  or  ells  the  reprobation  of  the  kyngs 
first  pretensed  matrimony.  But  if  thay  do  obstinatly  persiste  in  thair  opinions  of  the  preamble,  yet 
me  semeth  it  sholde  not  be  refused  if  thay  wil  be  sworne  to  the  veray  acte  of  succession  so  yl  thay 
wil  be  sworne  to  mayntene  the  same  agaynst  al  powers  and  potentates.  For  hereby  shal  be  a  greate 

E  2 


16 


CONTENTS. 


occasion  to  satisfie  the  princesse  Dowager.  And  the  Lady  Mary,  which  do  thynke  that  thay  sholde 
dampne  thair  sowles,  if  thay  sholde  abandon  and  relinquysh  their  astates.  And  not  onely  it  sholde 
stoppe  the  mouthes  of  thay,  but  also  of  the  emperour  and  other  thair  friends,  if  thay  gyve  as  moch 
credence  to  my  Lorde  of  Rochester  and  Maister  More  spekynge  or  doinge  agaynst  thay,  as  thay 
hitherto  have  done  and  thought  yt  al  other  sholde  have  done  whan  thay  spake  and  did  with  thay.  And 
peradventure  it  sholde  be  a  good  quietacion  to  many  other  within  this  reaulme,  if  such  men  sholde  say 
that  the  succession  comprised  within  the  said  acte  is  good  and  accordynge  to  godds  lawes.  For  than 
1  thynke  tlier  is  not  one  within  this  reaulme  yt  wolde  ones  reclayme  againste  it.  And  where  as 
diverse  persones  either  of  a  wilfulnes  wil  not,  or  of  an  indurate  and  invertible  conscience  can 
not,  altre  from  thair  opinions  of  the  kyngs  first  pretensed  marriage  (wherin  thay  have  ones  said  thair 
mynds,  and  percase  have  a  persuasion  in  thair  heads,  yt  if  thay  sholde  now  vary  therefrome  thair  fame 
and  estimation  were  distayned  for  ever)  or  ells  of  the  autoritie  of  the  Busshope  of  Rome  :  yet  if  al  the 
reaulme  with  one  accorde  wolde  apprehende  the  said  succession,  in  my  jugement  it  is  a  thynge  to  be 
amplected  (?)  and  imbraced.  Which  thing  al  though  I  trust  surely  in  god  y4  it  shal  be  brought  to 
passe,  yet  herunto  might  not  a  litle  avayle  the  consent  and  othes  of  thies  two  persones  the  Busshope  of 
Rochester  and  Maister  Moore  with  thair  adherentes  or  rather  confederates.  And  if  the  Kyngs  pleasure 
so  were  thair  said  othes  myght  be  suppressed,  but  whan  and  where  his  highnes  might  take  some 
comodite  by  the  publissliynge  of  the  same.  Thus  our  Lorde  have  you  ever  in  his  conservation.  From 
my  manor  at  Croydon  the  day  of  April 

Your  own  assured  ever 

THOMAS  CANTUAR. 

Thomas  Cranmer,  born  1489  ;  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  1533;  burnt  1555. 


LETTER  XXXV. 

THOMAS  CROMWELL  (afterwards  Earl  of  Essex)  to  Sir  T.  Wtatt. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

After  my  right  herty  comendacions  I  have  receyved  yor  letters  by  this  bearer  nicolas  and 
sett  furth  the  maner  of  yor  retourn  at  Marche  next  and  my  sun  notw*  standing  it  is  differred  tyll  Aprill 
as  ye  shal  perceyve  by  the  Kings  letters  (whose  majestie  \ )  taketh  yor  diligence  and  active  alacrite  ther 
in  good  part  sending  you  answer  of  his  gracious  pleasure  in  all  things  as  by  his  said  letters  ye  shal 
perceyve,  I  doubt  not  but  ye  shal  deuly  discharge  yor  duete  in  the  setting  furth  thereof  as  ye  have 
done  hitherto.  I  advise  you  to  take  patiently  yor  abode  there  tyll  Aprill  and  to  send  me  worde  what 
money  ye  shal  nede  to  have  sent  unto  you  for  I  shal  helpe  you  assuryng  you  that  I  could  not  see  you 
that  went  and  hath  abyded  there  honestly  furnished  to  retourn  home  and  at  the  later  end  to  retourn 
nedy  and  disfurnished  I  do  better  tender  the  Kings  honor  and  esteem  you  better  than  so  to 
suffer  you  to  lacke.  Advising  you  nevertheles  that  I  think  yor  gentil  franck  hert  doth  moch  em- 
poverishe  you;  when  ye  have  money  ye  are  content  to  departe  wf  it  and  lende  it  as  ye  did  lately  200 
dollars  to  Mr.  Hobby  the  whiche  I  think  had  no  nede  of  them  for  he  had  large  furnishment  of  money 
at  his  departure  hens  and  likwise  at  his  retourn — we  acoustum  not  to  sende  men  disprovided  so  furre. 
Take  hede  therefore  howe  ye  departe  of  suche  portion  as  ye  nede  and  forsee  rather  to  be  provided 
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yor  self  then  for  the  provision  of  others  to  leave  yor  self  nacked.  politik  charite  provideth  not  that  waye. 
If  ye  shal  advertise  me  in  what  sumes  ye  shal  nede  I  shal  tak  a  waye  that  ye  shal  be  furnished.  I 
require  you  to  sollicite  an  answer  of  Themperour  to  tenor  of  the  Kings  letters  and  as  shortely  as  ye 
can  and  as  often  as  ye  maye  have  oportunite  to  advertise  his  matie  amplely  of  all  occurants.  Thus 
fare  ye  hertely  well.  From  London  this  xixtli  of  January  1538. 

Yo'  assurjd  Freend 

THOMAS  CRUM  WELL. 

Thomas  Cromwell,  born  1490;  created  Earl  of  Essex  1539;  beheaded  1540. 


LETTER  XXXVI. 

FRANCIS  HASTINGS  (afterwards  EARL  OF  HUNTINGDON)  to  Lord  Cromwell. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

My  very  good  lord  after  my  moste  harty  comendacions  thys  ys  to  gyve  your  lordeship  thankes 
for  the  goodnes  that  I  have  allwes  founde  yn  you  wyche  can  nevor  bey  desorvjd  on  my  parte,  but  ive 
ther  bey  ony  thynge  yn  me  of  an  honest  man  your  lordshypes  gentylnes  liathe  bounde  me  moste  hartely 
desyrynge  your  lordshyp  to  have  me  yn  rememberance  yn  the  prefermente  of  an  abbey.  And  if  yt  were 
your  lordshypps  plesure  the  abbey  of  burten  leythe  very  komodyously  for  me  but  that  I  refer  to  your 
good  lordshypps  plesure  yn  whom  I  putt  all  my  truste.  y*  sholde  a  bene  muche  mo^e  my  comfortt  to 
a  bene  a  suter  to  lordshyp  my  selfe  but  that  hyt  liathe  plesyd  god  to  vysytt  me  and  my  howse  w*  the 
meselys.  so  that  as  yett  I  dare  not  bey  so  bo  wide  to  cum  to  your  lordshyp  tull  I  know  furdar  your 
lordshypps  plesure.  thus  I  prey  god  sende  your  lordshyp  as  good  longe  lyfe  as  your  nobull  harte 
wolde  desyre.  from  stoke  the  xxth  dey  of  february  by  your  lordshypps  asuryd  to  commande. 

FRANCYS  HASTYNGS. 

Francis,  2nd  Hastings,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  1544;  died  1560. 


LETTER  XXXVII. 

HUGH  LATYMER  (afterwards  BISHOP  OF  WORCESTER)  to  *  *  *  *. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Ryght  honorable,  salutem  in  Christo. 

And  syr,  when  I  was  wfc  yor  lordshype  laste,  you  were  desyrows  to  kno,  whare  you  myglit  have  good 
monks,  I  tellyd  you  of  too,  w*  my  lord  of  Westmyster,  I  tolde  nott  thare  names  then  to  you  but  now 
I  can.  the  won  ys  callyd  Goorton,  the  other  Clark — both  bachelars  of  divinite,  well  lernyd  of  ryght 
jugment  and  very  honeste  men  ;  the  pryor  of  coventrie,  as  I  here  say  is  dede,  the  matter  ys  somewhatt 
entyred  w‘  the  kyngs  grace,  and  lyke  to  goo  forward,  yf  you  putt  thertoo  yor  helpyng  hande  ;  I  dowght 
nott  butt  my  brother  abbott  of  Westmyster,  as  yll  as  he  myglit  spare  them  yett  wyll  forgoo  them,  for 
such  a  purpose,  butt  much  the  rather  yf  (he  perceve  % )  yor  pleseur  therin.  I  wold  have  waytyd 
uppon  yor  lordshype  my  selff  as  my  dewty  hade  byen,  butt  seurly  syre  I  doo  whatt  I  can  to  able  my 
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selff  to  stande  in  the  pulpytt  uppon  tewsday,  I  am  in  a  fayntt  werynesse  on  all  my  boody,  but  cheffly 
in  the  small  of  my  backe,  but  I  have  a  good  nurshe — good  mastresse  Fatbam,  wych  seyinge  whatt  casse 
I  was  in  bath  facbyd  ( fetched )  me  boom  to  here  owne  howsse,  and  doth  pympur  me  upe  wl  all 
dylygenee  for  I  fere  a  consumption,  but  ytt  maketh  lytell  matter  for  me,  I  pray  god  preserve  your 
lordshype  longe  in  helth,  to  all  such  good  purposes,  as  god  bath  orderyd  you  too. 

In  master  Fatbams  howsse 

viii  of  Novr.  H.  LATYMER. 

Hugh  Latymer,  born  1475;  Abbot,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  Worcester,  1535;  burnt  with  Cranmer,  1555. 


LETTER  XXXVIII. 

HENRY  HOWARD,  EARL  OF  SURREY,  to  Lord  Cobham. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

My  very  good  lord  after  my  barty  comendations  this  shall  be  most  bartly  desier  you  to 
advertyse  me  w*  all  spede  by  this  berar  when  my  lord  olf  Wyncbester  shall  be  at  Oallais  for  it  wold  not 
behove  for  a  great  tbyng  for  his  maiestis  service  here  but  y4  antony  (. Agref )  shuld  speke  w4  my  seyd  Lord 
before  bis  departure  wberfor  I  entend  imediatly  uppon  yor  advertysment  to  send  him  to  my  Lord 
wt  dyllygence  to  awayte  uppon  his  lordship  for  such  declaration  of  things  as  emport  to  his  maiestis 
service  here  besechyng  yow  my  Lord  to  have  me  bartly  comended  to  him.  Thus  wishyng  your 
lordship  as  well  to  do  as  my  self.  From  Boloygne  the  xxth  off  October  1545. 

Your  loving  cosyn 

H.  SURREY. 

Wher  as  I  perceyve  Sir  Edward  Wottons  son  fantasyth  genet  geldyng  off  myne  y4  standith  in  Oallais 
which  is  blynd  and  ruyned  I  am  ashamyd  to  gyve  him  but  iff  it  pleas  hym  to  take  him  till  I  be  able 
to  gyt  him  a  better  I  shall  desire  him  so  to  do. 

Henry  Howard,  Earl  of  Surrey  (the  Poet),  born  1520  ;  attainted  and  beheaded,  1547. 


LETTER  XXXIX. 

JOHN  DUDLEY,  EARL  OF  WARWICK  (afterwards  DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND) 

to  Lord  Paget. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Thies  may  be  to  require  yor  Lordschip  to  be  vigelant  and  sircumspect  in  the  matter  whiche  now 
you  have  in  hand — perhappes  the  L.  Chancelor  and  the  L.  Tresurer  who  thinkith  may  touche  theym 
leste  can  be  content  that  it  may  be  wrappyd  uyp  in  scilens  and  to  saye  yt  ys  not  expedyent  yt 
shold  come  in  questyon.  But  god  preserve  our  Mr.  yf  he  sholde  fayle  there  ys  watchers  enow  that 
wold  bring  it  in  question  and  wold  burden  you  and  others  (who  now  will  not  understand  the  damige) 
to  be  disceyvers  of  the  hole  body  of  the  realme  w4  an  instrument  forgyd  to  execute  yor  malicius 
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meaninges  mark  well  the  words  that  baker  yesterdaye  spak  in  the  kings  presens  concerning  the  faut 
yf  any  were  must  be  imputyd  to  the  Lords,  well  I  wold  wishe  as  well  for  the  suerty  of  the  Kings 
matie  is  for  the  truth  of  the  matter  they  men  shold  not  be  against  the  perfytt  reforming  of  it  now 
— specially  seing  yt  hath  byn  thus  farr  debatyd.  wc.  I  rekyn  even  a  happy  thing,  praying  you  to 
participate  this  unto  my  Lord  privy  seale.  And  so  I  corny tt  you  bothe  to  the  tuision  of  the  Lord. 
At  grenwch  the  xxii  day  of  January  1550. 

Your  loveng  trend 

J.  WARWYK. 

John  Dudley,  born  1502;  created  Earl  of  Warwick  1547  ;  Duke  of  Northumberland  1551 ;  attainted  and 

beheaded  1553. 


LETTER  XL. 

WILLIAM,  FIRST  LORD  PAGET,  to  *  *  *  * 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Sir  my  dewtye  remembred  I  had  thought  to  have  desired  you  to  gyve  thankes  to  Mr.  Cofferer 
for  his  gentle  liberalite  towardes  me  which  upon  the  sight  of  yor  letter  frankly  and  like  hym  self  did 
not  offre  me  tenne  okes  according  to  your  request  but  wold  nedes  feoffe  me  w*  xxx  and  notwlstanding 
that  I  knowyng  my  litle  deserte  towardes  hym  refused  the  same  (not  as  monks  and  abbattes)  but  in 
good  faith,  ernestly  and  hartly.  so  that  I  perceyve  your  judgement  of  hym  to  be  no  lesse  certan  and 
assured  then  I  have  knowen  it  to  be  in  many  other  tliinges.  And  now  considering  an  occasion  taken 
from  me  (as  I  understand)  whereby  I  myght  as  well  have  declared  my  dewty  anempst  youe  bounden 
by  manifold  benifites,  as  in  some  parte  have  satisfied  Mr.  Cofferers  goodnes  I  am  not  only  ashamed  to 
take  his  gentle  offre  but  also  afered  to  be  accused  of  you  as  ingrate  and  forgetful  of  benifites  receyved ; 
whom  I  know  to  be  vanquished  of  no  laborious  payines  wherin  ye  may  requite  a  kindnes.  I  am 
assured  that  yor  leasse  for  the  provosts  house  shalbe  as  ye  wold  have  it  although  nether  I  nor  yet 
any  other  shuld  speke  in  it  such  is  godds  providence  for  youe  for  (as  the  comyn  sayng  is)  such  is  your 
good  fortune,  but  yet  if  I  had  gone  to  Cambridge  so  myght  I  have  done  for  youe  no  nedeful  service 
(I  say)  but  only  exhibited  unto  youe  an  argument  of  my  necessary  good  will  necessary  for  me  and  not 
for  you.  here  I  have  a  large  playne  to  playne  on  but  I  wil  not  trouble  youe  I  left  one  for  no  thing 
els  then  to  herken  for  Mr.  Provosts  iourney  to  Cambridge  and  yet  I  here  now  first  of  it  by  one  of 
Mr.  Cofferers  servants.  I  beseche  you  do  as  you  be  wont  to  do  that  is  supply  all  myn  insufficiency 
wl  yor  goodnes.  Fare  ye  wel  from  Drayton  this  Saturday. 

Yor  own  most  bownden 

WILLM.  PAGET. 


William,  created  1st  Lord  Paget  1551  (Secretary  of  State  to  King  Henry  VIII.);  died  1563. 
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LETTER  XLI. 

CARDINAL  POLE  to  Queen  Mary. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

A  remembrance  of  those  tliyngs  that  yor  highnes  pleasure  was  I  shold  put  in  writing  as  most 
convenient  in  my  pore  judgment  to  be  comuned  and  spoken  of  by  yor  mte  wyth  yo1'  counsel  called  to 
yo1'  presence  thys  afternone. 

Furst  of  al  that  yo1'  mate  shold  put  them  yn  remebrance  of  the  charge  the  kyngs  highnes  gave  them 
at  hys  departure  wych  beyng  reduced  to  certein  articles  and  put  in  writing  it  semeth  wel  if  some  of  the 
lordes  for  ther  sodden  departure  after  the  charge  had  not  the  same  in  writing  that  it  were  rehersed 
and  given  unto  them  wyth  exhortation  to  employe  al  ther  diligence  for  the  dewe  execution  therof. 

And  wheras  amongst  other  charges  thys  was  one  that  those  that  be  named  in  the  furst  parte 
counseleres  wer  al  present  in  the  courte.  thys  furst  yo1'  highnes  may  require  them  that  they  do  observe. 
Specyelly  besyde  for  the  weyght  of  the  mattres  that  be  now  in  hand.  The  tyme  besyde  beyng  so 
shorte  after  the  parlament  to  examyn  them.  And  that  the  kyngs  plesure  ys  as  the  mattres  be  pro¬ 
posed  in  the  counsell  afore  the  furder  execution  of  them  to  be  ynformed  therof  to  know  hys  pleasure 
theryn.  And  amongst  other  hys  mate  beyng  in  expestation  to  know  the  uttre  resolution  of  the 
counsell  tochyng  those  mattres  that  be  to  be  intreatyd  in  thys  parlament  thys  ys  that  yo1'  mate  loketh 
to  have  of  them  thys  day  to  send  wyth  all  spede  to  the  kyngs  kighnes. 

And  wheras  for  the  dylation  of  the  kyngs  comyng  yor  mate  thought  it  wel  to  put  in  consultation 
wether  it  wer  better  therfor  to  make  a  dilation  and  prorogation  of  the  parlament  to  Candlemas,  beyng 
tliougt  by  ther  opinion  that  for  necessite  of  money  that  is  to  be  demanded  in  the  parlament  and 
otherwyse  can  not  be  provided  the  prorogation  of  that  shold  be  much  dispendiose  :  yor  mate  not 
disaloweng  ther  deliberation,  but  consydering  wyth  all  the  gret  nede  of  mony  for  to  be  had  for  the 
discharge  of  the  present  necessite,  wych  requyreth  present  provision  of  money  as  is  for  the  settyng 
furth  of  the  schypes,  as  wel  for  the  emperers  passage  to  Spaygne,  as  for  the  kyngs  retorne  and 
besyde  thys  for  the  payment  of  that  is  dew  at  calise,  as  for  yor  credyte  wyth  the  merchants  and 
aprochyng  the  day  of  payment  :  and  for  the  dett  of  Irland  also.  Of  al  these  it  may  please 
yo1'  mate  to  know  thys  day  of  yor  counsell  what  is  don  : 

And  bycause  the  most  ordynarie  and  juste  way  tochyng  the  provision  of  money  to  pay  yo1’  highnes 
detts  is  to  call  yn  yo1'  owne  detts.  wych  charge  hath  bene  specyally  committed  afore,  and  is  princypally 
considered  and  renewed  in  the  writing  the  kyngs  highnes  left  toching  such  affayres  that  hys  counsel 
shold  presently  attend  unto  wherto  ther  names  also  that  have  the  charge  specyall  therfore  yor  mate  shal 
do  wel  thys  day  to  charge  them  wyth  the  same  that  wyth  al  diligence  they  attend  to  the  prosecution 
therof :  gevyng  them  all  authoryte  that  shal  be  necessary  for  them  to  make  the  most  spedy  expedition 
theryn.  Wylling  them  wythall  that  they  never  let  passe  on  weke  but  in  the  ende  of  the  same  at  the 
lest  yo1’  mate  may  know  specyally  of  that  is  commen  yn,  and  that  ordre  is  taken  for  the  rest. 

Also  yf  it  pleasyd  yo1'  mate  in  generall  for  all  mattres  wych  be  intreatyd  in  the  counsell  wych 
requyre  commission  and  execution,  to  gyve  thys  ordre  that  those  that  have  had  commission  to  execute 
ony  mattre  let  never  passe  the  weke  but  they  ynforme  the  counsell  what  execution  is  made  of  ther 
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commyssions.  And  that  the  counsel  themselfs  schold  never  begyn  the  entretance  of  new  mattres  the 
second  weke  but  that  they  have  enformation  furst  what  is  don  in  those  wych  wer  commytted  to  be 
executed  the  weke  afore  :  I  thynk  it  shold  helpe  much  to  the  spedy  expedition  of  all  causes,  thys  ys 
my  pore  advyse  remitted  al  to  the  godly  and  prudent  judgement  of  yo1'  mate 

(Date  1553-4.)  RAYNOLD  POLE. 

Reginald  Pole,  born  1500;  Cardinal  in  1536  ;  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  1555  ;  died  1558. 


LETTER  XLII. 

HENRY  STUART,  LORD  DARNLEY,  to  Queen  Mary. 

A  letter  expressive  of  duty  and  gratitude,  beautifully  written,  and  perfectly  legible. 
(Date  1554.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Henry  Stuart,  Lord  Darnley,  born  1541;  married  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  1561  ;  murdered  1567. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

JOHN  KNOX  to  Lord  Burghley. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

The  spurte  of  wisedome,  judgement  and  sanctification 
I  wishe  you  by  Jesus  Christe. 

As  I  have  no  pleasure  with  longe  writinge  to  troble  you  right  honorable  whose  mynde  I  knowe 
to  be  occupiede  in  moste  grave  matters,  so  labor  I  not  with  longe  preface  to  conciliate  your  favors,  The 
wch  I  suppose  to  have  alreadye  (howso  ever  the  rumors  brut  the  contrary)  as  it  becometh  one  membre 
of  Christes  bodye  to  have  of  another  :  The  contente  therfore  of  theis  my  presents  shalbe  absolued  in 
twoo  pointes  :  In  the  former  I  purpose  to  discharge  in  fewe  words  my  conscience  towards  you,  And  in 
the  other  somewhat  must  I  speake  in  myn  owen  defence  of  that  poore  flocke  of  late  assemblede  in 
the  most  godly  reformed  Churche  and  Citty  of  Geneva.  To  you,  sir,  I  say,  that  as  from  god  you  have 
receivede  life,  wisdome,  honours,  and  this  presente  estate  in  which  now  ye  stande  so  ought  ye  wholly 
to  imploye  the  same  to  tliadvan cement  of  his  glory,  who  only  is  the  aurthor  of  life,  and  fountaine  of 
wisedome,  and  who  most  assuredly  dothe  and  will  honor  and  glorifye  thos  yt  with  simple  hartes  do 
glorifye  him.  The  which  alas  in  times  past  ye  have  not  done  :  But  beinge  overcome  w4  roman  Iniquity 
ye  have  followede  the  worlde  in  the  way  of  perdicion.  For  unto  the  suppression  of  Christes  trew 
enemyes,  ye,  to  the  erecting  of  Idolatry,  and  to  the  sheddinge  of  the  bloode  of  gods  deare  children, 
have  ye  by  silence  consented  and  subscribed.  This  your  horrible  desertion  from  the  truoth  knowne  and 
professed,  hath  god  unto  this  day  mercifully  spared,  yea  to  manes  judgment  he  hath  utterly  forgotten 
and  pardoned  the  same,  he  hath  not  intreated  you  as  he  hath  done  others  of  like  knoweledge,  whome 
in  his  angre  (but  yet  moste  justly  according  to  theire  deserte)  he  did  shortly  strike  after  theire  desertion. 
But  you  (gilty  in  the  same  offences)  hathe  he  spared  and  preservede  as  it  were  in  his  owen  bosome 
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duringe  the  tjme  of  that  most  myserable  tkraldome  and  nowe  hathe  sett  you  at  soche  liberty  as  the 
fury  of  godes  enemyes  cannot  hurt  you  except  willingly  ageinst  his  honour  ye  take  pleasure  to  conspire 
with  them.  As  this  benefit  which  ye  have  received  is  great :  so  must  godes  justice  require  of  you  a 
thankfull  hart,  for  seinge  yt  his  mercy  hathe  spared  your  beinge  tray  tor  to  his  majestie  seinge  further 
yt  emongest  your  enemyis  he  hath  preserved  you ;  and  last,  seinge  you  worthy  of  hell,  he  hath 
promoted  to  honors  and  dignitye.  Of  you  must  he  require  (because  he  is  just)  ernest  repentance  for 
your  former  desertion,  a  hart  myndfull  of  his  mercifull  providence  and  a  will  so  ready  to  advannce  his 
glorye,  that  evidently  it  may  appeire,  yt  in  veine  you  have  not  receivede  theis  graces  of  god.  To  the 
performance  wherof,  of  necessitye  it  is  that  carnall  wisdome,  and  worldly  pollicye  (and  which  both  ye 
are  bruted  to  be  moche  inclined)  give  place  to  gods  simple  and  naked  trueth.  Very  love  compelleth 
me  to  say  yt  except  the  spirit  of  god  purge  your  hart  from  that  venyme  which  your  yees  have  seene 
to  have  ben  the  destruction  unto  others,  that  you  shall  not  longe  escape  the  rewarde  of  dessemblers. 
Cale  to  minae  what  your  ears  harde  proclaimed  in  the  Chappell  at  St.  James  when  this  verse  of  the 
first  psalme  was  entreated  :  Not  so  o  wicked  not  so,  but  as  the  dust  wiche  the  winde  tossethe  &c. 
And  considre  that  now  ye  travell  in  the  same  way,  which  then  they  dide  pleinly  to  speke,  nowe  are  ye 
in  that  estate  and  credit,  in  which  ye  shall  either  comfort  the  sorrowfull  and  afflictid  for  righteousnes 
sake,  or  els  ye  shall  oppugne  the  spirit  of  gode  speakinge  in  his  messingers.  The  comforts  of  thafflicted 
for  godlines  have  promis  of  comfort  in  their  greatest  necessities.  But  the  trooblers  of  gods  suants 
(how  contented  so  ever  they  appeire  before  the  world)  are  thretnede,  to  leve  their  names  in  execration 
to  the  posterities  followinge.  The  examples  of  the  one  and  of  thother,  are  not  only  evident  in  the 
scripturs,  but  also  have  ben  latly  manifested  in  Englande.  And  this  is  the  conclusione  of  yt  which 
to  your  self  I  say.  Except  that  in  the  cause  of  Christes  Evangell  ye  be  founde  simple,  sincere, 
fervent,  and  unstaynede,  ye  shall  taste  of  the  same  cuppe  that  pollitique  heddes  have  drenke 
before  you. 

This  is  the  thirde  time  that  I  have  beggede  licence  to  visite  the  houngrye  and  thirstye  emongest 
you,  the  which  if  nowe  be  denyed  as  before  god  I  have  a  testimonye  yt  so  moche  I  speke  not  my  self 
as  thadvanncement  of  Christs  and  the  comfort  of  suche  whome  I  knowe  afflicted  so  shall  the  godly 
understande  yt  Englande  in  refusinge  me  refusethe  a  frende  howe  small  so  ever  the  power  be.  The 
mighty  spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus  move  your  hart  day  lye  to  considre  your  duty  unto  god  and  thestate  of 
the  Reilme  in  which  you  now  serve  by  his  appointment.  From  Deyepe  the  10th  of  Aprill  1589. 

Sustpectinge  the  former  messenger  to  have  extracted  time  in  his  Journey, 

I  have  doobled  my  letters  by  this  gentleman  of  whose  fidelity  I  ame  fully  Yours  to  comaunde 

persuadid,  desiering  you  most  effectuously  by  hime  to  signifye  unto  me  if  I  may  in  Godlines 

have  licence  only  to  viset  the  poore  and  dispersed  flock  at  Berwick  Newcastle  JOHN  KNOXE. 
and  other  parties  in  the  north.  I  hope  in  gode  that  nothinge  it  shall  hurt  the 
Commen  welth  of  Englande  yt  seche  litlye  be  graunted  unto  me. 


John  Knox,  born  1504  ;  made  Chaplain  to  King  Edward  VI.  about  1549; 

died  in  Edinburgh  1572. 


CONTENTS. 


23 


LETTER  XLIV. 

SIR  W.  CECIL  (afterwards  LORD  BTJRGHLEY)  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

It  may  please  your  most  excellent  Maty 

With  a  sorrowfull  harte,  and  watery  eies,  I  your  poore  servant  and  most  lowlye  subject,  an  unworthy 
secretary,  besech  your  Maty  to  pardon  this  my  lowlye  suite.  That  considering  the  proceding  in  this 
matter  for  removing  of  ye  french  owt  of  Scotland,  doth  not  content  your  Maty  ,  and  that  I  can  not 
w4  my  conscience  gyve  any  contrary  advise,  y4  I  may  be  w4  your  Matys  favor,  and  clemency,  be  spared 
to  intermedle  therin,  and  this  I  am  forced  to  doo  of  necessite.  for  I  will  never  be  a  minister  in  any 
your  Matys  service,  wherunto  your  owne  mynd  shall  not  be  agreable.  for  thereunto  I  am  sworne.  to 
be  a  minister  of  your  Matys  determynations  and  not  of  myne  owne,  or  of  others  though  they  be 
never  so  many,  and  on  the  other  part  to  serve  yor  Maty  in  any  thyng  y4  myself  can  not  allow,  must 
nedes  be  an  unprofitable  service,  and  so  untoward,  as  therin  I  wold  be  loth  your  Maty  should  be 
deceyved.  And  as  for  any  other  service,  though  it  wer  in  your  Matys  kytchen  or  Garden  from  the 
bottom  of  my  harte  I  am  reddy  w4out  respect  of  estimation,  welth,  or  ease,  to  doo  your  Matys  com¬ 
mandment  to  my  lyves  end.  Wherof  I  wish  w4  all  my  poore  sorowfull  hart  y4  yor  Maty  wold  make 
some  prooffe.  for  this  I  doo  affirme  y4  I  have  not  had  sence  your  Matys  reigne,  any  one  dayes  Joye, 
but  in  your  Matys  honor  and  weale. 

(Date  1560.)  (Draught  letter,  no  signature.) 

Sir  W.  Cecil,  bora  1521  ;  created  Lord  Burghley  15T1  ;  died  1598. 


LETTER  XLV. 

EDWARD,  LORD  CLYNTON,  to  the  Earl  op  Essex. 

Copied  from  the  Original  in  tlxe  British  Museum. 

My  good  Lord,  the  newis  y4  ar  come  synce  your  L.  departeur  hens  is  off  the  deth  of  the  quene 
doeger  of  Skottland  whych  is  wrytyn  fro  my  L.  of  Norffoks  grace,  the  lose  of  xxvii  galleys  and  xxx 
gret  ships  of  the  kyng  of  Spaynes.  in  this  voyage  of  trypole  (tripoli)  wych  ar  takyn  by  Dracout  frese* 
leutenant  to  the  torke  (turk).  The  deuk  of  Medynasely  (Medina-celi)  forsyd  to  fie  in  to  a  smale  hold 
newly  fortefyd  in  yse  parte  by  the  spanyars  wth  vm.  sodyers  in  his  company  wych  ar  alle  y4  is  lefte  of 
xx  m  the  rest  slayne  and  takyne  by  the  sayd  Dracout  frese  and  it  is  thought  y4  for  lake  off  vytelle  the 
sayd  Deuk  of  Medyna  slialbe  dystresed  or  the  sucors  from  Spayne  can  come  to  hym.  We  here  nothing 
of  any  conclusyion  between  Mr.  Secretory  Mr.  Wottone  and  the  french  for  y4  they  ar  bot  now  newly 
met.  bot  the  lyklehod  is  gret  of  a  good  conclusyion  very  shortly,  the  french  in  letli  ar  in  gret  penewry 
wych  is  sartenly  advartesed  hyther.  When  more  shalle  com  to  my  knolayge,  I  wylle  advertes  your 
Lordship  god  grant  yow  long  lyff  in  moch  honor.  From  the  corte  the  xviith  of  June,  1560. 

Your  L.  assured  to  comand 

E.  CLYNTON. 


Edward  de  Clynton,  created  Earl  of  Lincoln  1571  ;  Lord  High  Admiral ;  Died  1584. 


*  In  the  year  1560  Philip  II.  of  Spain 
“  King  of  Tripoli.” 


carried  war  into  Africa  against  the  corsair  Dragut,  who  had  made  himself 
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LETTER  XLVI. 

JAMES,  EARL  OF  MURRAY,  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


Ryl  hororable  my  verrey  good  L.  after  my  maist  harty  comendationes  I  trust  ye  brwyte  of  sum 
noble  menes  proceadinges  against  me  is  so  far  spred  abrood  that  it  hayth  also  teychyt  yor  earis.  I 
know  no  merit  in  my  self  saving  ye  ernest  affection  god  hayth  granted  me  to  gif  to  his  trew  worship,  the 
guid  will  I  beyr  to  ye  common  welthe  of  my  cuntreyth  and  the  intertenement  of  aine  mutual  amyte 
betuix  boyth  realmes.  And  seing  that  my  single  intention  groundyt  upon  sa  guid  heades  hayth 
engendred  to  me  the  perill  quhairin  ( wherein )  presently  I  and  all  my  lyck  in  the  realme  standeyth  and 
knowin  yoT  good  L.  ernist  affection  joyned  wf  syncerite  to  tend  to  ys  same  end,  I  thou*  it  my  dewtye 
to  gif  yor  L.  to  understand  the  same  knawinge  wele  that  as  yor  good  will  is  muche  to  or  comfort  so  is 
yor  rowme  and  place  of  pouer  to  perfourme  the  same  in  aine  gryt  part.  Especially  seing  thai  persons 
maist  dangerous  and  noysum  to  or  part  doyth  ly  werray  neyre  your  rowmis  we  wuld  wish  and  for  my 
awin  part  maist  ernestly  craif  of  yor  honour  to  stay  aff  we  be  all  means  thair  poueris  qlk  (which)  yor  L. 
lies  moyen  ( has  means)  bezonnd  all  vyeris  to  do.  And  so  as  matteirs  sail  ferther  proceyd  to  or  straytt, 
we  may  traist  ferther  and  ferther  zor  L.  comfort,  as  of  ane  to  quhome  god  hayth  granted  to  knaw 
the  subtill  dewyses  of  sathan  against  the  innocent  professures  of  ye  gospell,  to  sturre  oup  ye  power  of 
ye  warld  against  ye  same,  and  how  mony  ways  he  can  colour  his  interpryses.  And  thus  not  dowbting 
of  your  L.  guid  will,  I  committ  zour  honorable  L.  to  the  protection  of  god.  Frome  Sanctandrews  ye 
xxii  of  July  1565. 

Your  honorable  L.  maist  assuredly 

JAMES  STEWART. 

James,  Earl  of  Murray,  born  1529  ;  Regent  of  Scotland,  1567  ;  shot  by  Hamilton,  1571. 


LETTER  XLVII. 

EDWARD  SEYMOUR,  EARL  OF  HERTFORD,  to  the  Lords  of  Privy  Council, 

On  the  subject  of  his  wife’s  and  his  own  long  imprisonment  (on  account  of  their  secret  marriage),  lament¬ 
ing  that  the  fine  imposed  on  him  is  heavier  than  he  can  bear,  and  praying  their  lordships’  intercession 
with  her  Majesty  that  “  after  the  long  captivity  of  her  highness’s  poore  kinswoman,”  both  she  and  he 
may  be  released  from  thraldom. 


Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Edward  Seymour,  married  Catherine,  sister  of  Lady  Jane  Grey  :  created  Earl  Hertford  1559  ;  died  1621. 
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LETTER  XLVIII. 

THOMAS  HOWARD,  FOURTH  DUKE  OF  NORFOLK. 

Reflections  written  by  him  in  the  Tower  of  London.  A  Paper  entitled  “The  lamentable  complaynt  of 
my  oppressyd  mynde”  written  “  by  the  wrechyd  hand  of  hyme  that  lokvd  not  to  have  bene  a  lyve  now 
in  thys  world.  But  god  and  her  maiestyes  wyll  be  done.  Amen/’ 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Thomas  Howard,  fourth  Duke  of  Norfolk,  1554  ;  attainted  and  beheaded  1572. 


LETTER  XLIX. 

ROBERT  DUDLEY,  EARL  OF  LEICESTER,  to  Secretary  Walsingham. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


I  have  recd  yor  letters  by  this  beror  who  brought  me  also  others  from  the  K.,  Q.  mother,  and 
monsr,  whom  I  perceive  hath  conceived  very  good  opinion  of  my  devotyone  for  the  furtherannce  of  the 
mariage  with  the  Q.  Maty  I  have  thought  good  to  resend  this  beror  ageyn  for  tho  he  desiered  spedy 
dyspach.  to  whome  I  have  imparted  the  state  of  that  matter,  wch  only  doth  stand  uppon  the  Artycle 
for  Religione  to  wch  her  Ma*  will  by  no  meane  relent.  All  other  artycles  ar  reasonable  and  her 
ma*  hath  shewyd  her  demands  to  this  Emba  :  and  hath  dyspached  the  same  to  you  wch  I  think  wilbe 
wth  you  before  this.  For  the  other  point  touching  religyon,  yf  I  myght  advyse  them  there,  they  shuld 
not  speake  of  yt  at  all,  for  soner  will  her  ma‘  yeald  to  reasone  to  him  her  self,  that  shall  have  that 
interest  in  her  to  be  her  husband,  than  by  any  contract  or  other  declaration.  And  finding  her  mat  s 
dysposy11  uppon  the  agrement  of  that  point  to  procede  as  she  hath  semed  in  the  matter,  I  cannott  but 
hope  of  veary  good  successe.  wch  for  my  parte  in  respect  of  her  Mats  sewrty  and  hope  of  unyversall 
good  to  the  cause  of  relygyon,  I  must  wyshe  well  and  farther  the  best  I  can  according  to  yor  advyse, 
whereof  I  thank  you  and  am  gladd  to  se  yo1'  consideration  therof.  This  beror  shall  further  declare 
some  parte  of  my  mynd  to  you  for  y*  I  know  him  to  be  honest  and  trusty,  and  well  devoted  to  her 
ma‘  and  the  cause  of  religyon.  Thus  wth  most  harty  comendations  I  bid  you  farewell. 

In  hast  this  vi  of  June. 

Your  assured  frende 

R.  LEYCESTER. 


Robert  Dudley,  born  1532  ;  created  Earl  of  Leicester  1564;  died  1588. 
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LETTER  L * 

HENRY  HASTINGS,  EARL  OF  HUNTINGDON,  to  Lord  Burghley. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Recommending  a  Gentleman  to  his  favor,  giving  an  account  of  the  musters  in  Yorkshire,  where  the 
writer  has  found  “greate  numbers  of  talle  men  and  all  people  most  wyllynge  and  readye  to  serve  hyr 
Maty — so  as  yf  they  may  have  good  guydes,  no  parte  of  thys  realme  doth  breede  better  subiectes,”  &c. 
Dated  Yorke  26th  Ap1  1575. 

*  The  commencement  of  some  of  the  lines  in  this  letter  are  obliterated. 

Henry  Hastings,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  1560  ;  died  1595. 


LETTER  LI. 

SIR  WILLIAM  MAITLAND,  of  Lethington,  to  Lord  Burghley. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mas. 

My  Lord  the  malice  off  or  enemyes  is  the  more  increassed  against  us  y*  thay  have  sene  us 
randered  in  the  Q.  Ma*y  will,  and  now  to  seke  refuge  at  her  hyghnes  hands  and  therfor  we  doubt  not 
bot  thay  will  go  about  by  all  meanes  possible  to  procure  o1'  mischiefe.  yea  y*  theyr  crewell  mynds  shall 
leade  them  to  that  impudency  to  crave  or  blood  at  her  matys  hands.  But  whatsoever  theyr  malice  be 
we  can  not  feare  y*  it  shall  take  succes  knowing  wth  how  gracious  a  princesse  we  have  to  do  wch  hath 
geaven  so  many  good  prooffes  to  the  world  off  her  clemency  and  myld  nature  y*  we  can  not  mistrust 
y*  the  first  exemple  off  the  contrary  slialbe  sliawen  apon  us  we  take  this  to  be  her  veary  naturall 
parcere  subiectis  et  debellare  superbos.  we  have  randered  oT  selffs  to  her  Maty  wch  to  or  owne 
Countreymen  we  wold  never  have  done,  for  no  extremity  my*  have  commed. — We  trust  her  Maty  will 
not  put  us  out  off  her  hands  to  make  any  other  and  specially  orjnortall  enemyes  or  maisters.  if  it  will 
please  her  maty  to  extend  her  most  gracious  clemency  towardes  us  she  may  be  as  assured  to  have  us 
perpetually  at  her  devotion  as  any  off  this  nation  yea  as  any  subiectes  off  her  owne,  for  now  wth  honor 
we  may  oblish  or  selffs  to  her  Maty  farthar  then  before  we  my*  and  her  Matys  benefyts  will  bynd  us 
perpetually.  In  the  caas  we  are  in  we  must  confess  we  ar  off  small  value  yet  may  her  Ma*y  put  us  in 
caas  y*  perhaps  hearafter  some  way  we  wilbe  able  to  shew  her  Ma*ys  turne  w*h  occasion  being  offred 
assuredly  ther  shalbe  no  inlake  (in-lack)  off  good  will.  yor  L.  knoweth  already  what  or  request  is.  We 
pray  yor  L.  to  further  it.  Ther  was  never  tyme  wherin  yr  L.  friendship  my*  stand  us  in  soche  steade, 
as  we  have  oftentymes  heretofore  tasted  theroff  so  we  humbly  pray  you  let  it  not  inlake  now  in  tyme 
off  this  or  greate  misery  when  we  have  more  neade  then  avar  we  had  whatsoaver  or  deservings  have 
bene  forget  not  yor  owne  good  naturall  if  by  yor  L.  mediation  her  Ma*y  can  serve  us  yor  L.  shall  have 
us  perpetually  bound  to  do  you  service,  be  sides  y*  we  will  endeavoure  or  selffs  to  make  so  good  caus 
to  her  Maty  y*  we  doubt  not  she  shall  have  occasion  to  think  her  benefits  well  bestowed.  Let  not  the 
misreports  off  or  enemyes  prevaile  against  us.  When  we  ar  in  her  Ma*ys  hands  she  may  make  off  us 
what  pleaseth  her.  Whatsoavar  we  write  for  or  selffs  we  write  also  for  my  L.  Home  who  is  knowin  to 
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be  a  true  and  sincere  gentleman  and  hath  that  reputation  off  all  y*  know  him  both  in  England  and 
Scotland.  He  is  as  well  mynded  as  we  ar  and  having  her  Matys  favor  wilbe  able  to  do  her  hyghnes  as 
greate  service  as  any  subiect  off  Scotland,  none  except.  We  have  requested  yor  sone  to  be  or  solistar 
and  to  report  to  yr  L.  by  mouth  yl  wch  in  or  Ires  we  have  omitted.  The  mater  toucheth  us  so  neare 
yl  it  maketh  us  to  trouble  yr  L.  wth  no  words  then  wer  convenient  and  therfore  we  will  end  humbly 
taking  or  leave  at  yT  L.  From  (Edinburgh  1 )  this  first  of  Jun’1.  1573. 

Yor.  L.  always  at  commandement 

W.  MAITLAND. 

(Signed  also)  W.  KYRKCALDY. 

Sir  William  Maitland,  Secretary  of  State  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  1558  ;  died  1573. 


LETTER  LII. 

MATTHEW  PARKER,  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY,  to  Lord  Burgiiley. 

An  answer  to  a  “  sharpe  message  that  Mr.  D.  Wilson  saithe  you  willed  him  to  sai  to  me  concerninge 
certaine  stranigers” — shewing  how  he  had  received  at  his  board  and  relieved  with  money  various  exiled 
ministers  of  France  and  others,  that  he  gives  away  as  much  as  he  can  afford,  and  is  “  noe  gatherer  nor 
will  be  whatsoever  they  prate  abroade” — he  is  compelled  to  borrow  every  half  year  before  his  monies 
come  in,  and  excepting  a  little  money  he  has  to  bury  him,  he  has  no  superfluity,  &c.  (1575.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Matthew  Parker,  born  1504  ;  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  1558  ;  died  1575. 


LETTER  LIII. 

PHILIP  HOWARD,  EARL  OF  ARUNDEL,  to  Lord  Burghley. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

My  very  good  Lo.  as  yor  Lo.  great  curtesye  hath  emboldned  me  to  trouble  you  farther  then 
otherwise  I  durst  have  presumed;  so  enioyned  as  well  by  your  Lo.  directyon,  as  also  in  fourme 
prescribed  by  yor  Lo.  curfull  oversight  of  my  well  doinge.  to  write  at  this  present  unto  hir  Maty  I  have 
accordingly  perfourmed  my  bounden  duty  wth  the  conveyance  of  the  same  unto  yor  Lo.  leavinge  the 
consy deration  of  the  rudness  to  be  as  well  favourably  weighed  by  yor  grave  judgment,  as  also  the 
imperfections  and  errours,  to  be  amended  and  supplyed  by  your  Lo.  perfytt  wisdome.  Thus  as  yor  Lo. 
liathe  bene  next  unto  hir  Maty  the  cheife  uphoulder  of  my  weake  and  unhappy  estate,  so  by  yor  singuler 
Favoures,  beinge  the  more  enforced  thereunto,  I  most  ernestly  beseech  Allmighty  god  to  adde  unto 
yor  worthy  vertewes  dayly,  such  increase  of  heape  of  good  Fortune,  that  this  happy  realme,  to  the 
comfort  of  all  yor  friends,  maye  many  years  enioye  the  blessed  fruityon  of  such  an  excellent  member. — 
Audley  End,  this  last  of  December  (1575.) 

Yor  L.  most  humble  and  obedient  adopted  Sonne 

PHIL.  HOWARD. 

Philip  Howard,  Earl  of  Arundel,  1580;  died  1595. 

H  2 


28 


CONTENTS. 


LETTER  LIV. 

WALTER  DEVEREUX,  EARL  OF  ESSEX,  to  Lord  Burghley. 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

My  good  Lord.  I  kartily  thank  your  L.  for  your  letters  sent  by  this  bearer  to  Mr.  Atturney 
and  to  ye  Solicitor,  in  furderance  of  my  causes  :  but  most  for  your  sownd  and  grave  advice  to  myself, 
wch  I  will  follow  w*  such  patience  as  is  meete  for  thos  that  are  borne  to  any  crosses  though  I  must 
confese,  that  losse  of  credit  and  weltli  are  grevious  bourdens  to  such  as  be  of  our  sort,  that  cannot 
retyre  ourselfes  out  of  ye  eie  of  ye  world,  as  men  of  meaner  callyng  may.  It  semith  yi  her  Maty,  by 
giving  order  for  ye  setellyng  of  my  dett  (the  order  wherof  apperith  under  Mr.  Secretaries  hand)  hath 
resolved  to  make  this  her  last  benefit,  wthout  respect  of  my  credit,  ether  heare,  or  in  Irland,  wiiere  I 
have  published  my  retorne  w*  such  consideration  as  her  Majesty  long  since  by  Ires,  yea  within  these 
10  daies  w*  gracious  wordes,  did  give  me  cause  to  hope  constantly  of,  but  I  protest  that  as  the  first 
cause  of  my  going  was  ye  publicque  benefit  of  both  nations  and  her  mats  privat  service,  and  my 
entencion  now  to  go  again  wl  like  mynd;  So  thoglie  the  same  breakes  of,  I  will  wth  as  small  misliking 
as  so  great  losse  of  expences  and  my  manifest  dishonor,  will  suffer,  accept  thes  disfavors  wt  a  pacient 
and  quiet  mynd,  and  thynk  every  thing  equall  that  her  maty  shall  impose  uppon  me  for  she  is  my  only 
soveraign.  And  as  love  and  (duty  ? )  have  drawen  me  to  this  opinion,  so  in  the  mids  of  my  trobles 
I  find  this  a  prinsipall  comfort,  that  your  L.  both  wisheth  and  adviseth  me  so  exceding  frendly  and 
w‘  draweth  not  your  good  opinion  w*  ye  hardnes  of  my  fortune  for  wch  I  will  allwais  be  thankfull  to 
your  L.  The  rest  that  sourrith  my  busym  I  referre  to  the  bearer,  being  now  redy  to  goo  towards 
gravesend  to  meet  w*  my  L.  of  Oxford,  of  whos  retorne  I  am  hartely  glad.  And  so  wishyng  your  L. 
helth  I  comitt  you  to  god.  At  Duresme  Howse  ye  17  of  Aprill  1576. 

Your  L.  most  assured  to  commande 

W.  ESSEX. 

Walter  Devereux,  created  Earl  of  Essex  1571 ;  died  1576. 


LETTER  LV. 

SIR  CHRISTOPHER  HATTON  to  Lord  Burghley. 


Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

I  most  humbelye  thank  yor  good  L.  for  your  honorable  advertisment  towchynge  the  comynge 
in  of  this  great  personage.*  Hir  Ma11  defferithe  all  hir  direction  for  order  too  receve  him,  untill  she 
be  more  fullye  enformid  bothe  of  his  qualitey,  and  occasion  of  accesse.  She  semithe  to  dowght,  that 
he  departithe  from  his  Prince  as  a  man  in  displeasure  because  in  one  sentence  of  his  Ire.  to  hir  mat  he 
callithe  hir  the  refuge  of  the  distoughlate  and  afllyctid.  Cr  Northe,  my  man,  that  brought  her  letters 


*  Albert  Alasco,  the  Polonian. 
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is  not  here,  nether  do  I  know  wher  too  fjnd  him.  I  was  I  know  not  howe  too  learne  what  informaciou 
I  might  give  the  Q.  in  this  matter,  onelye  I  must  stay  untill  the  retourne  of  my  L.  of  Leycester  and 
then  I  hope  hir  Ma‘  will  resolve.  Hir  Ma*  acceptithe  in  most  gracious  and  good  kind  parte  the  offer 
of  yor  L.  howse  unto  the  wch  altho  (yet  she  will  give  us  no  order  to  laye  in  hir  preparations)  I 
assuredlye  tliynk  she  will  com  in  the  estere  weeke ;  but  as  I  learne  the  moore  certentie,  so  will  I 
redilye  advertise  yo’-  good  L.  My  L.  of  Oxford  his  cause  standithe  but  in  slow  course  of  proceadynge 
to  his  satisfaction  but  yet  for  my  owne  parte  I  have  sum  better  hope  then  heretofore  wherin  as  a 
preservative  we  must  all  use  patience  for  a  while.  His  L.  wrott  too  me  a  veary  wise  Ire.  in  this  case 
of  his,  the  report  wherof  hir  Mat  tooke  in  reasonable  good  gracious  parte.  By  the  next  messenger  I 
will  breiffeleye  wright  for  the  answere.  I  pray  god  blesse  yor  L.  wf  all  his  heavenlye  graces.  From  the 
corte  at  Richmond  this  sexth  of  Marche  1582. 

Yor  good  L.  most  bound 

CHR.  HATTON. 


Sir  C.  Hatton,  Chancellor  of  England ;  died  1591. 


LETTER  LYI. 

LORD  BURGHLEY  to  the  Earl  op  Leicester. 


Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 


My  very  good  Lord  I  have  receaved  your  courtess  (ernest  1 )  Ire,  wherin  your  L.  doth  commend 
to  me,  yr  honorable  (case  ? )  that  your  state  and  service  now  in  hand  doth  requier  wherof  truly  my 
Lord  I  do  assure  you  no  less  a  portion  of  my  care  and  travell  for  many  respectes,  to  yc  furtherance  of 
your  own  honor  than  if  I  war  a  most  neare  kynsman  in  bloode,  and  for  ye  advancement  of  yc  action  if 
I  shuld  not  wl  all  ye  powers  of  my  hart  contynually  both  wish  and  work  advancement  therof  I  war 
to  be  an  accursed  person  in  ye  sight  of  God.  Consideryng  ye  ends  of  this  action  tend  to  ye  Glory  of 
God,  to  ye  savety  of  ye  Q.  person,  to  ye  preservation  of  this  realme  in  a  perpetuall  quietness,  wherin  for 
my  particular  Interest  both  for  myself  and  my  posterite,  I  have  as  much  interest  as  any  of  my  degre. 
And  this  I  pray  you  my  L.  mak  a  perfect  accompt  of  me  and  for  my  doyngs.  I  referr  ye  report  to 
Mr.  Secretary,  who  hath  this  afternoon  hard  me  in  most  ernest  sort  dell  (deal)  w‘  hir  Maly,  to  favor 
and  mayntane  you  and  your  action,  as  the  only  meanes  at  thys  tyme  to  bryng  hir  to  savety.  From 
my  couch  in  my  chamber  not  liable  to  rise  from  it.  God  send  your  L.  a  spedy  good  pasage. 
— this  vi  of  Dec.  1583. 


Your  L.  assured  as  any. 

W.  BURGHLEY. 
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Charles  Blount,  Lord  Mountjoy,  and  Earl  of  Devonshire,  born  1563  ;  died  1606. 
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Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Mr.  Chauncelour,  for  that  the  K.  Matie  returneth  on  monday  next  by  4  of  the  clok  after  diner 
and  will  loke  for  relacion  of  a  matter  that  doth  concern  his  speciall  servis  and  in  wch  your  assistance  is 
also  specially  commanded  by  his  matie  therfore  I  must  pray  you  not  to  faile  to  be  at  my  house  betwene 
on  and  2  in  the  afternoun  to  morow  being  monday.  for  that  without  you  I  cannot  perfet  that  servis 
according  to  his  Ms  comanndment  in  that  behalf,  wereof  I  must  reaquier  you  not  to  faile  in  no 
(respect  % )  And  so  I  rest, 

Sonday  22  March  1606.  Your  very  lovinge  assured  frend 

Dorset  hous.  T.  DORSET. 

Thomas  Sackville,  1st  Lord  Buckhurst  and  Earl  of  Dorset,  born  1536  ;  died  1608. 
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Giving  an  account  of  the  Battle  of  Naseby.  (1645.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Sir  T.  Fairfax,  born  1611,  General  of  the  Parliamentary  forces.  Lord  Fairfax,  1648;  died  1671. 
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Sir  William  Howard,  K.B. ;  Viscount  Stafford  1640  ;  beheaded  1678. 
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Orig.  Coll.,  Josiah  French,  Esq.,  Windsor. 

William  Augustus,  brother  of  King  George  II.,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  1708  ;  died  1765, 
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LETTER  XCI. 

THE  DUKE  OF  NEWCASTLE  to  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Thanking  him  for  attention  to  his  affairs  ;  that  his  wife  the  Duchess  is  “  quite  in  love  with  him,”  and 
he  also  has  been  so  a  great  while ;  requesting  the  sale  of  timber,  and  ready  money  for  it ;  and  that  the 
Duchess  gives  him  hope  of  great  remittances  from  the  steward.  (1756.) 

Orig.  Coll.,  Josiah  French,  Esq.,  Windsor. 

Thomas  Pelham  Holies,  born  1693  ;  Viscount  Pelham  1714;  Duke  of  Newcastle  1756;  died  1768. 


LETTER  XCII. 

SIR  WILLIAM  BLACKSTONE  to  *  *  *  *, 

Enclosing  a  transcript  of  Magna  Charta,  and  excusing  any  errors  in  the  copy,  as  he  could  not  procure 
a  writer  “  skilled  in  the  hand  of  the  times.”  Observations  on  the  variations  between  this  Charter  and 
that  of  9  Hen.  III.  (1756.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Sir  W.  Blackstone,  born  1723;  Judge  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  1770;  died  1780. 


LETTER  XCIII. 

THE  EARL  OF  HARDWICKE  to  *  *  *  *. 

On  a  legal  matter,  in  which  “  the  Quotations  in  Mr.  Lockart’s  argument  are  not  to  be  relied  upon  for 
“  exactness,  words,  and  sometimes  sentences,  being  left  out,  which  change  the  sense and  putting  the 
right  construction  on  the  subject.  (1773.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus. 

Philip  Yorke,  born  1690;  Lord  Chancellor  1736;  Earl  of  Hardwicke  1754;  died  1764. 


LETTER  XCIV. 

LORD  MANSFIELD  to  Mr.  Fitzroy. 

A  letter  of  legal  advice.  (1773.) 

Orig.  Coll,  of  Josiah  French,  Esq.,  Windsor. 

William  Murray,  born  1705;  Baron  Mansfield  1756;  died  1793. 
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LETTER  XCV. 

LORD  NORTH  to  *  *  *  *, 

Requesting  advice  on  a  point  of  difficulty  through  the  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor-General  with  respect  to  the  “  Charter  of  Justice  for  Bengal/’  (1774.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus.  “Wilmot  Papers.” 

Frederic,  Lord  North,  born  1732;  Earl  of  Guildford  1790;  died  1792. 


LETTER  XOVI. 

LORD  THURLOW  to  Sir  E.  Wilmot. 

A  complimentary  letter  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Wilmot  to  some  office.  (1778.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus.  “  Wilmot  Papers.” 

Edward  Thurlow,  created  Baron  Thurlow  1778;  Lord  High  Chancellor;  died  1806. 


LETTER  XCVII. 

SIR  RALPH  ABERCROMBY  to  *  *  *  *, 

Requesting  that  his  name  may  be  laid  before  the  King  for  a  vacant  regiment;  that  he  has  served 
upwards  of  thirty  years ;  has  laid  out  a  considerable  part  of  his  small  fortune  in  the  service ;  and  has 
not  forty  pounds  a-year  more  than  when  he  entered  it.  (1788.) 

Orig.  Coll,  of  Josiah  French,  Esq.,  Windsor. 

Sir  Ralph  Abercromby;  Lieutenant  1760;  Lieutenant-Colonel  1773;  Lieutenant-General  1797;  Commander 

in  Egypt  1801;  slain  in  the  battle  of  Alexandria,  1801. 


LETTER  X0YIII. 

SIR  WILLIAM  JONES  to  Sir  E.  Wilmot. 

From  India.  A  letter  of  friendship.  His  health  is  good,  notwithstanding  the  heat  of  climate 
and  incessant  business  seven  hours  in  the  day :  he  rejoices  that  the  King  is  well ;  but  takes  no  interest 
in  the  contest  of  our  aristocratical  factions.  He  continues  :  “  My  party  is  that  of  the  whole  people ; 
and  my  principles,  which  the  law  taught  me,  are  only  to  be  changed  by  a  change  of  existence/’ 
(1789.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus.  “Wilmot  Papers.” 

Sir  William  Jones,  born  1748;  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Calcutta  1793;  died  1794. 
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LETTER  XCIX. 

HORACE  WALPOLE  to  Mrs.  Abingdon. 

A  complimentary  note  on  Mrs.  A.  being  at  Paris  without  his  earlier  seeking  her  acquaintance  ; 
and  another  note  to  the  same  lady,  inviting  her  to  Strawberry  Hill,  “  at  the  head  of  as  large  a  troop 
as  she  pleases.” 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus.  “Wilmot  Papers.” 

Horace  Walpole,  youngest  son  of  Sir  Richard  Walpole;  Earl  of  Orford  1791 ;  died  1797. 


LETTER  C. 

EDMUND  BURKE  to  T.  Wilmot,  Esq. 

A  confidential  letter.  A  question  of  peace  or  war  :  his  good  opinion  of  the  Duke  of  York. 
“  The  world  has  been  undone  by  looking  to  experience  in  a  case  where  no  experience  applies.” — 
“  If  nothing  can  be  done  by  the  young,  nothing  can  be  done  at  all.”  (1795.) 

Orig.  Brit.  Mus.  “  Wilmot  Papers.” 

Edmund  Burke,  bora  1730;  died  1797. 
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King' James  V. of  Scotland  to  K.  Hen.  VIE .  _Vesp.Fnt.fol. 68 
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Mary  (Tudor)  Q.  of  Trance  bo  Cardinal  Wolsey  .  ( Cobb:  if.S.'Vesp: 


Margaret  Tudor,  Q.  of  Scotland  to  Wolsey.  (Cott.Ms.Cal  B.If.253.) 
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Q  ueen  Ka.thexiive  Farr  tx>  Kang1  Henry  TUT  .  (  Lan?.d  li.S  .  1236  .Fol.ft.) 
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Princess  ( a Queen) Mary ,  to  Seymour ,L^ High  Admiral! lansd.M.s  .1236  £. 26  .) 
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mu  it  I  may  kw  %T 

^Azt 

^JdUY  05ft 


”  6ti  "J  iW£/”"'  S.,,,  ,W/w»* ft  n 


It  tel 


-s. 


•  . 


. 


. 


\ 

V- 


* 


. 


' 
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Minutes  , written  hy  K .  E dwardVT .( Cott . M s .Ve sp .  TT .  xnr  .f.vji.) 


12 


our 


cCae&s 


3 


Ccu*in  points  &  J 

o ft  by  wty  COUnfeU  .  ■  fdhcibirrj  tOl 

,  f~he  concCusioti  for  the "  'petytnent  f" 

(JeQruaru  .next- commim. .  -  r  •/ 

Pffc  matter  J3r~  tfif  ^C^rcC  *>  be  Jo  conndsnd 

tUt  tf  ov  b&  to  P oar  profit  ,  an/ 

of  oUr  Jit fiect tS  .  f™*'  'L-r 

< yftc  m utter  jf°h  the.  fufe  of  fcimejetpe1 ra/ra 

t-o  he  considered  aj  apaatrinem  to  o cafy^ipftr  j 
OtUobr.es  of  fra A-tTj  tkat  toy  /Ac fa  you/iifto? n/eno. 

aarrctirtcL  k,  tfte  hUscf  .  r  r 
Oeanipk  may  be  JAewecL  to  mhory  t 

yfAe  rejoturion  ftr  cA<?  AffAeps  rAat  e  on? an  %, 

ffAeny  Jor  our  «<&*>*  ttr  ** 

Jent  tfiT  jfurt0oiA . 

6  Se  Aiis^achjnf^  cun  c£  mwiysioy  a-tS  2o  ^ 

JxdkJhx  thereof  ,  y 

7  cikinct  Jo/ne  order  to  ^  ' 

'  thee  tkn  that  eobne  to  our  parCte^Hb 
hi  ay  r-  not  lo#  hojy  cf&coo.racy'A,  C  no^aoorf/ne* 
c>Y  lucyiCcL  f}  (-fiem  a&cmda anca’/  l-ui/t  er-Aer 

can  rcet  k  tveU  taken  fas  'rut  tA/nAfg 
puOif h  Wq  tb  ’ojfen/c  tars  • 

g  pc  /natter-  for-  fi  eye  foiling  ho  Ac  Aua  2/  AaayeyJ 

arfi  amfcAricl  • 


JaAAOU../- 


j  fk  bfAop  of  Uiimcwu  matte  y 

decor /  hf  fa  truy  /Pi/ar 
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Mary  Q.of  Scot'S,  to  Q  /Elizabeth. .  (Cofcb.Ms.CalB  vmfoLssfl .) 


Urtm'mLru  fi*r  ^  ^ 


loTTQHC  f  .  .  r 

ffedejjr  dt  VMS  fifimrrfimdgMr-  4noy&*i rUfe: V^5  Jfafd drp  crt 

-  WfcM  a*e  te  fcx  tv  J  £**>  recover  fBfCtjari  ^ 

iu  maJ  Das  ftTstnd  Vous  inpcr/unPmV^ropam 


J.  rJ 


jUlfpOM  fa  ,  , 

Jvoftre  pjnrt?  yrau  maw  c?emfv  >  ,  . 

pU  tnts  ifafrij  ctwdjd cdf  fi^r  pip  yt  entry  rrjvwce' p(f  drus  cAwnipdffl* 

IC  h/^criP  ix  mon/Gieur  p(f  fa  yncrfiie  aw  dcffJcpfvte' 
won pott'jfrcr*  k  fna^tfayre  favtVovyrdnor^ole  ?moUei  fir  dr  cc 
(jMiejwryrJmiftrJ0d amandd er>  m  es fifties  fe  fins  Vow  LesVoW 
I  Wrvtroui/er  diasnw  aumoiiyfns  fie  awe  feme  favtov^fd  refance  •  r»oys 
fine  'MpL  florin  0v  fifawe  [uTviere  en  cefa  fit  non  fontes  Jesfiys  juinrut  cerititfme 

fo^r/deKs  ni^777p  cen/eildntder  f^ffi 
'Y)™  "  "  ‘  "  '  rlt 


JTOtfdte  fie  refcbiej'  VoKs  jfpifer 
yy>r;Ce  qnfesf  pau/e  crut  it  wuri 


'truy^Ce  (7 

Ue  U  Vo  ns  ffurof'irav-  df  ms  sfsm  ns  r  >VJ  h  once  1 

dr  iVcnisftfnyfi 
yn  e  pfin  dray Jfa>  server 

L  s>  *  /*A  ’  .  A  •  i/i(/  p  (✓  /y  !$(//[/  Vysr%/*  afendarirau  f  duuryon, 

Amire  ft  'merVre+in  p  ;nes  enuifa  ovi  me  i  a  vuifJe  fa^fapPiecL 
(It  Vous  cUftney  occajiw  sfacyfais^efacifacfanfa^7yCj 

/xhssj.  am  g.omrne  leVens  Oku  Pyescoe parenp  ,'fawyir  Tie  Vans  airmer 
Pe  fajjypyvfix?  faceUK  U  WWtowl)/#'  cfafafas  deVevr~h-CHUc 
rvfer  UbmanfXy  faffecfiw  crnpiy  drvtms  torn  plant  'pmsljtyy 
wirntM  ana  a2  Cmv  lenSm*  vntfte SmUoiryCr ft  e  mvnflitur'deP 
mof/le  Wav l  fail  xnOre  Prendrrtn  ftceip  m^n^ccyhny 

etfucon  clfious  enrire  dm  ajieiafe  vfcspsrf  tccSd  mrf^aryra.^ 

Giede  e/Jfivie  ypokce  ae'fc  wnercier  dejln  Pen  aatiu&  canoPftMatr 

‘auifjte  e  finance  favous  ePriwMfvPsayPwex/dvfavPyd 

\e  nf  faJfara^  Tms  VopYe  era/Pje  wae  ar»ts  fa 

cjiM-  cvjjres  yohs  muioir  (fii!  (eswiyws  ie hntf IP  Ju^ka/^ 

(ciieupy^Pyms  fa”  l  vna  fame  en  jfap  fate  newfasp  fafae 
Vie  Pa oly  (P  Cdyplfa  ^tmn-uer  c  14 


faofacfres  yjicfiowiec  (teimjaurfacmsut. 


■* 


' 


' 


.  -  • 


. 

■ 
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Q .  Elizabeth  to  KJamesV.  of  Scot/laxul.  ( Coll  :1VIoxis  r.A.DoniiadieuL) 
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<,  c»  7y ' ' i/t 

/  '  a  *S~  *^- - ^  ^ 

^v  yi  ^  / 
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>v4rr’>  r'^\ 


K.  James VL.  of  Scotland,  ait:  James I . of  England, to Q, Eli zabeth .  (  Cott  Ms . Vesp. FID. f. 3 8 .b . ) 


H  edme  \&t/rfhe  residence  cfaQe  ui  e  a  nvb  wre  heir  juh 

elsufd  Cclduyfis Jtf-  (Ay  Cwrie  b&ir  (xsyykiyy^y^ 

^  jpjJktf'  iy  royaler  (ksyre  is  fJa.tj/6  {budU dc  a£  fhv,  fa/tnc,  A  ' 
fie  comaZ  thotjeyeS 1rU!  *^°uUu^0vjl  uidi  tyouut  Jeffry  as  ofbe^yy^ 


1  „  v-axIc  afftm-pf  ConfrenAna  Ucuaf-Julldandc  tJaA'  mease  n  aiebtcjc  pn  uwi6 


hu/tvt  { haAi'tvc  fhc  held 


fttay  Ad  ampn  fr^fciAy  Mcpwru£  nor  fimAod^yy^oitre psirf  oj  cmous'r&fq 
a/Ju&d  tf'Jjffit  -neneoy  flies  t  frdvfa  ivr  isjJcdly  nit  refyey  m  any purf  (A^youve 

lovmuom  AS  alto  ehtfye  mAlaaerkiuj  fvjvure  nm  km  ^-fJjadre  uoft  dcstrfis 

j> unkbejudie  ^J/c me  o  am  teadcJioJwldiS  a$  ueye  xmIuuA  lay  fiiamu  fa  (S^vft  f Jain 
efaflns  deJidjlotdfnof  lAVfJ  if  ccue  (Ayj/cwn (jvdewiM-  vn-  ^etjeJ-froAff 

<^MnikAbeeuAxcA^  ^begydwflafj lexutf  iff  fay  cure fa^iderctffaTv'iysbls  ^ 
yvrt  &yer relJusc^^^iAryrai^ yr' vn<xs:&^  b ecausc /his  fuTm  wi/Uej-  neoAyi 
fW  lywvtf  fa  vzfrafirU*A^  dic^JmdJ  fmrfalacyrayeyou  df^isgenh 

(gjou,  n yyureyr&Se^Attfa 

f  h  wfJfrY'ti^fdff  rndpri  this  faruyyyo  u/ne  aUcfidlfyro  m  leol-dkg 

oycnjfctere  o ufn  dduf  fa  bUnky  uyo n  fd*€  nece^f a/ire  case  A^jyc ur'e^Tednd 
\,vArYCAnkfvnfl  fhU  ^aJlofJier  fabkigis  -faJem'Umy  00  ?>s  tderafu’ri pdc 
YifM£Y^eA<:^^dld  mt  w.  vnyryaJo&sJ. unmee^ye  ft  acLtitf-  (A  Jearefi-jlfa 
{v-the  yee/An  X  AefLricbhe-:yrom  C/fiJjurfll  dbefyfti:  &C  uSCsA. 

^  _  A.t 

yourc  nwAlou^ng'k’  Ajcc= 
iunaHr  brother  A cousun . 


J  J/eAuT'^Jac-fvn 


r^> 


conus 


K  .TacmesJ.  to  the  D.ofjluekm^lia.m.  (Lansr)  Ms. 1236. f  63.  ) 
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/ ' coi&^d&cgj oboe  wrfdty  hbfr  Wy 
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^  WAvryi^^^  ] 
-frood  f  rood#  sh  IS  y^sypoom 


| 
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-yvi  '&’  yyobaJsL&  (dd 


J$ne  b&sres  do(&yi&  wf  ohejdfh?^ as  wo  teA  tby 

i/}  €  db&^y y  ■uyyy-A-f^  Jihas, 


s 


C<rwfye&  ’(Mi 


atf,  ewH^yue; 

&  njid, ahnw'vm^  ^Jo  h^Mn  wf  h^y 

jhhf  cihsesyit&j  b^  -dbts  bsd^yvutdo& 


,£Se  'Soo^y^wW  oriyri*y~'be 

be  / 

Ifsijy  jow  y  ^  J7  Yo  Cesdss^yv  rvl  wy 

!  •  ,  _  basye  .  n  l\ 


e  e-sMovwsh ash 


C0^ 

Ui^  ■&>  CO  me-  &-Mee&  All  te,  oO^eohJ-  wA™ 


u 

A 


ot  -teym 


'i 


^byf  ihcCAjo  be  hpeere  Sc  nwrroUOe^  as  vt* 


cdoo\iL)^^tuUo  fuxm^aS  ^c^rm- 


yiof  <v 


^MVn&  'bafj) 


J.  J&^rcli&facnJVTi,. 


fi-ince  Henry,  tolns  fetid-  K .  Janies  I .  (  Cotb .  'Af s  .  Yesp  .F.m.fu.b.) 
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S.S*&trct»Sl.Tat  *hu 
too  «>ir 


K  .  Charles  I. ,  to  his  Son ,  Prince  Charles  .  ( Harl.  Ms .  6988 ,  £  ]13 .  ) 


/v  tfuui  it  w  rnJvr  m  w  Jhut 


jMi  <MMy  vats  j  q,djiwLy  (krt/uw't  tv  KunJvr jvwr  (yfLtii^  cdWi7wlu) 

1  tv  /urn  {tin  d^ik. c^jm^McahvA;  ml  dctLyn,  e/xaj)  Ols^un t,  t 


' unify  vji 


J.JVeih&rl^c  txc  ~scm>. 


X. Charles],  to  Prince  Maurice  .  (£larLMs.6@e8.f.ji6.') 
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IK.  CiarlesIL  to  Clarendon.  (Lanscl. Ms.  12361'.  121.) 


7S~ 

nu^r^  txftsAC  ki/fts^- 
/lsh_J?  /%  jLu^z-  /£- 

'y-e- 


~?Ig—  /d. 

/?■ 


7p^&-? 


si  /^v  ^ 
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^  d< 


Ish,  & 


Astps  £*-  . 

&  £7-^- 

,T>1_  7lsi  A-  $-£-2- — 

;  J 

£t&-  ton,  S^  *Cs  ^L^-t 

2/  /?’  ' 

-cx^y  J^ddsk  <^C  Sx^^ftip?  A-  /l 

i+l.  rL<^^<^  ^xsc^s  ^yzr^x 

f  %s~lli-sll  s-l£L 

?y£s\Jk^~  a,  /SyiJ?-  ft  ft  ?r<  6<-t£  ft^  Zrsyfts 

Ayr  ^  isy  /k\<-~  kr-zTh^C^- 

ft  Ixsftft?-  ft 


-Ar~&~>~~ , 


y 


ftjft 


hrftr^sr&tot'y--  ft  ftn^sdc  ts7^-  <*^y 


&-> 


'-t^C^Z-f- 


'C/~Z^^—p 


d^oyt-dl^ 


A  /-  ^  — - 


z4L^  ^ 


A/  ^  C? 

4  ,  '/L^tTI^  7veru>  2?V*-<~ 
y  />^  Y^/l^-  /r^f^.c-^ C-  Aa  i£_  t^/ 


a-y 


k>  'hi^<  y^*-'i^. 


r 


/  V 


<r/~-  7^/^y  <r-VH+'^\ 


■Zy/^- 


y7 

> 


i!va~r 


■U- 


2 


?n ,^-jt-/'jz~  fry?,  ^y—c. 


|  /-/-/  Ky£U^-/  -&JL-  tr&y  ^  A  <y^y^ ^ 

/xfi-  ,: irv'^  /"<’  ‘ V  .’v./(  ;.  i;  C.  (T^-^^_ 

*A  A  /Z>  e^^yt-  *4-  A 

i^/ ,  ^  A  ■*>  A  ^  •'’  ‘A’  ; 

{?y^/y.-pi~y-i^Cy’  e-h-t-f^c  **>•  y  y>  vfiyJh 

z 

t^cU. 


SW/  A  X-  ^V  A^  £tP^ 

Z^U--hJ  2v 


..'At- 


.  48^  •-/ 


A.yy 


■  /a  ^ 


A 


4n,e— 


',  eihtrJjftJ#-' -Jim 


K  (  JiaxlesIT.  to  CliLreudbn.(  J.ansd..Ms.T236.f.l25.) 


%ol 


/£* 


Ij  (T~^~~  /^S  &~£—.  _ _  1  /"/*v-^  &aC~ 

I  'Kray  ^>0  ?y]^^&Lyi^/''  <AS 

A^c^jy^  A"  ^  A^yi^yr-%.  - — a^Y''  '\A 

*y  ■ 

&yyir  ^  Jyy^  l^t- 

AA 


y\ 


^-T? 


■?ad- — (L- 


4 


/? 


-- 

ty^  /C*~ 

n. -£-yiy  &-£.  *r  /&  $-<-  AA 


/ 


r^r d  tf-  X-  <y^y  fyy  h  AAyjf- 


/ 


A 


JL  S'S-H'l*-  "'y. 


ApLr  U/ 

:-i<£  ’, 


A-<? 


J.iioiorStd 


June-7. 1661: on. which  day  week  Sirll Vanc-was beheaded. 


.  •  vr  ‘zj-m*t- 


James  1) .  of  York  (afterwards  K.  James  IL)  to  Prince  Rupert  1673  .  LansJ:  M.S ,  mss  folios .  ■) 


!  2  0:  //>jr; 


Kin  g  William  3'.^  to  *  *  *  -*  *  165^  (  CoIl;Monsr.A  Donna cli on*) 
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. 


: 


. 


' 

-■  ,  .s<  '  m 


>  C  >  :■  A  \  V  \ 
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Queen  Anne  to  Lord  Oxford.  (Lansd:  MS.  1236.fol.153.) 


t '(SWj 


jvwk^J  1'V^  ^  P'1' 


lA 


4  u.  rv'  f  di*j  U  At  r^j 

«W^  h  Ir^f^  y  *1^-  /»  n^virrtt 

,/^/AW'  /A* 

/  ‘  ^//^rrUrv-*  a  0  r 

t  j A'  A*^7 

4  ^  ^  A  ^  #^w  A~«~7  AA*  ^ 

fU_  f  7^  -A,/ 

£aj>  ^  A  4  fc~h"»^- 

J A  /t? 

y1'  fLft-^-^S  yh^r-  ffa.  C&ronoi/  c/^  jbdt-  £ 


AvAAA  ^  A  AACi  A  Am  y^~ 

(jVv^r^J  A  A  ^Tt  f  ^  ^ 


p^r-C^^y~<^  Ct^-y 

l^c^j  A 

A^(  <A  D  A  ^  /^t 

Ac  ^  </  0aa  A  0^  U 

fc^i  /A^A^  ^  J  0^  A  A 


tstr-yy^ 


(l^n~c  wAAU  0*-  ^  /tJA^  /A 

A/  U  (lr^y  /mAA;  ^VAA/ 

(xr^h  /jj- ^OrAo^  ^ 

A;  j^rr^t^  C^y  AA?  A  A  AA  ^ 


(rVi/Ly  (0yj^r~<  o*i^x^j 


.,^4  u  A*x  b  A<^r 


A 


]  bjUttr*  A  M~y 

^  esn^nyd  A  A>~ 

^  ^  UxrWJ^yJ^- /A—  ^ 

<^T-j  ^j/^7  ^cu^yy psrvy^*- 

fpy  ^vi>y  ^  ftfiirr  Jfrff^c 

j*. /Uk/f  ^ 


/4i^  prwfrf  fisi/t  ftA/?  -C^UH^c  /s^~  fas 


< 


u  tcsv^y 

j  /£^d(  fr*  flr-t^ 


4  h  ^  ^  'V^ 


4  q^^tyyyi^y^  /4>?m 

/?>  (/iy?h^Q  <^y'  ,f  Z^- 


v-t  //  ** 


j4  4  fuvit^ 
/< 


fv  /e.^  <hnr^  /n^yCc 

<*.  pua4, «,  /  Ay 

vU  /  /bnM  k jytvj  ^  * 


4^Cj>r£ 


?UAJZ4^y  ^  f^UuA{  yvr^y  ^  **■ 


'  • 


HU  rf 


^U~~y~ts1yiy4  ^^ry^S>  Z^z '^*~Jylr~/{  ^ 


^/l/-ts<yf'  4s-Zs/l^ 


^iryi  &Ae 


> 


George  Louis  .Elect:  of  Hanover  ( cifter:  King-  George  I.)  to 


*  »  *  . 


hit 


V?t  £ 


purusTtMV 

Jjj  yuh 


George  Augustus,  Klecbof  Hanovef(a,flver:Kmg-  Geige  II.)  lu  Lord  Halifax  170ft . 


^  cl  2/ 


/ 


"  w  *,  9^9  ^  m  49z^ 
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-O 


-C/hs  0 
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//.  *9  rruri,/  ■ 

/  •  .  ^ 


94 


7'rLJL 

i9 

<h  49 


J-O  4^ 


^W. 


/z^> 


King  George  HI, to  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 
(  Coll  ;  J. French  fsc^ Windsor.) 


♦ 
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Sir  Tho5  More  to  K.HenryVlH.  (  Cott-.Ms. Qeo:EVI.f.l82.) 
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/-fo  ^olo  zAlOs U  A~p 

•  *  *  9 ■  ■-  & 


O  /^^Cro  jJdM- 


^'^ocxR'hs^ 

jb  i^voh  n 
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.J  :  w  7JS%^  W V *'  ~)  "  ^ 

r  ,  m  ^  *  <£*  y  fff 7 sojs? & 

' 


s 

cjta-c-^o 


T 


>  /W*  £-0 
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'  v-7  w^d-  <&.-  /W  V-  ^  C/  f^J-A^ 
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Mmi  ts  atwaym/keMfy  myoeoapfed m enetF  wtmntam  dies  Jmk an  end.  miny unto 
/UntAd  Matetfjt Jen/ era/, 

nw(ourrd\adyourdit(aiidfdh{itdfifhm/mtdy/drm  /mm. 
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E tlvs/jrrd ffartfun! .  lansibarudii:  LaAv  Oa.tLerin.«s  Grey ,  to  tKeXjca’its  of  the  Priv\  Couu  n  1 .  (  FI  arl,  Ms.  .f .  fiS . ) 
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fL &  <W**/  jartw  ^  J-l?  loss?  ZfU’ 
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’'your  ‘Vorl^hy^  yn  a/ll yt£>Jj*£&. \ 


cd'Hwhm. ■nn.d'M'SH/ . 


o 
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Tho*Bradshaw  to  Oliver  CromwdL  1650.  (  LanscLMs.,  1236.f.  97.) 
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